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fliN appears 4 closer to summit 3 


Aiab League SecretaryjGcnerai Chadii Klibi 


*- --closer to. overcoming differences bedding up a 

spcc&l summit sought by IJfoya following the U.S. military attack, 
league sources said Wednesday. Mr. Klibi, who Han been con- 
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™™6 w ““ Arab leaders for the past week, sent messages Wed- 
nesday to Arab foreign ministers reviewing a ‘‘conciliation for- 
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rapla ^ concerning the date, place and agenda of the proposed 
sm nrnil. said the sources. "The holding of a s ummit iy n o lon ge r ftt 
m impasse;.” one source said, adding that Mr. Klibi appeared on 
the pomt.of success. A raajfr obstacle has been the summit 
agenda, with Libya and Syria demanding that only “the American 
aggression against Libya” last week betaken up, while more other 
Arab nations are demanding the summit deal with all aggression 
involving Arabs, notably the Iran-lraq war. 
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Iran said to be digging secret tunnel! 


PARIS (A?) — Iranian forces have completed digging a tu:. 
spanning the northern Iran-lraq border and will “soon" launch 
new offensive via the secret underground route, the opposition 
Mujahedeen-e-khalq of Iran said Wednesday. The Mujahedeen 
said in a statement that the offensive would take place south of the 
town of Marivan in the northern sector of the warfront. The 
group, quoting sources in the Iranian army, said the surprise 
offensive would be launched from the tunnei. which it described 
as ‘“one of the most secret operational plans of the Khomeini 
regime.” Revolutionary guards have been digging the tunnel for 
the past two and-a-half years, the Mujuhedeen statement slid. 
The tunnel starts "in the vicinity" of Marivan. crosses the mou- 
ntainous border region and ends" near the Iraqi towns of Kh.irm:il 
and Seyed-Sadegh. the statement said. 
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King receives 
Moroccan message 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Wednesday rec- 


’Y. 


n of Morocco. The message dealt 
wife prospects for an Arab su mmi t 
called for by Arab countries in the 
aftermath of the April 15 U-S.att- 
^ acts on Libya. The message was 
■v delivered to the King by King 
Hassan’s counsellor Ahmad 
Ridha Akarbra, who arrived here 
Wednesday evening. Mr. Akarbra 
was received upon arrival by 
Court Minister Adnan Abu Odeh 
and the Moroccan ambassador to 
Jordan. 




Sharif Zaid receives 
British admiral 


AMMAN (Petra) — Armed For- 
ces Co trunander-ffl -Chief General 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker on Wed- 
nesday received Britain's chief of 
defence staff, Admiral Sir John 
Ffeldhouse, who arrived . here 
& Wednesday along with his wife on 
a several day visit to Jordan. Gen. 
Sharif Zaid held talks with Sir 
John in a meeting attended by 
Chief of Staff lieutenant General 
Fathi Abu Taleb, the commander 
of the Royal Jordanian Air Force, 
British a mbassad or in Am man 
Arthur John Cbles and the British 
military attache in Amm an. 


U.N. delegation 
arrives in Amman 


»rk> 




AMMAN (Petra) — A United 
Nations fact-finding committee 
arrived Wednesday to start a 
^two^week visit to investigate Isr- 
™ ieli violations of human rights in 
the occupied Arab territories. The 
delegation is beaded by the -Sri 
Lankan envoy to the U.N. 'and inc- 
ludes delegates from Senegal, Swi- 
tzerland and Yugoslavia. The del- 
egation members will meet off- 
icials of the Ministry of Occupied 
Territories Affairs and the Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs. They wiU 
visit refugee camps and will int- 
erview deportees from the occ- 
upied territories. The U.N. com- 
mittee was founded in 1968. 


U.S. regrets 
bombings in Syria 


WASHINGTON (R) —The US. 
State Department on Tuesday 
confirmed reports of bombings in 
Syria and said it condemned ter- 
rorist acts wherever they occ- 
urred. Spokesman Bernard Kalb, 
responding to questions at the 
daily State Department press bri- 
efing, said a number of what he 
called terrorist bombings of tra- 
nsport vehicles had taken place in 
Syria last week. “We condemn 
any such acts of terrorism whe- 
rever they occur and regret any 
loss of innocent life,” he said. 


Security Council to 
meet again on Libya 


, UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
Security Council will meet again 
on the Libya crisis cm Thursday 
folkwing the rejection by three 
Western vetoes of a resolution on 
Monday to condemn the United 
States military action. A U.N. 
spokesman said the meeting was 
not Co reopen debate but to hear 
from a deputation of foreign min- 
isters despatched to New York by 
the Non-Aligned Movement. 
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King urges Arab-Islamic interaction 
with modern science for progress 


By Jordan Times 
Staff Reporters 


AMMAN — His Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday called for interaction between 
Arab Islamic cultural institutions and mod- 
ern science so that the two can produce one 
concerted system in our life. 


Religious and scientific thinking 
should be merged to help us get 
along in modem life, the King said 
in an address to the opening ses- 
sion of the annual conference of 
the Royal Academy for Islamic 
Ovilisatioo Research (A1 al Bait 
Foundation). 

King Hussein said that if tem- 
poral and spiritual sciences int- 
ermingled, the one oould enrich 
the other, helping die nation to 
progress materially, while at the 
same time firmly binding people 
to their religious and cultural her- 
itage. 

The King said this has been the 
aim of the Al al Bait Foundation 
and will be die objectives which it 
strives to achieve through the eff- 
orts of an elite of scholars and dis- 
tinguished scientists. 

Our national institutions and 
cultural organisations have rem- 
ained frozen over the years bec- 


ause they have been linked only to 
the past, la gging behind the adv- 


ances of today's scientific pro- 
gress; for this reason they have fai- 
led to contribute to modem sci- 
ence and modem civilisation. 
King Hussein said. 

Asa result, our institutions have 
lost their vitality and momentum 
and have been rendered unable to 
respond positively to the demands 
of progress, the King added. 

He said that because our ins- 
titutions are only linked with the 
past, modem science remains tot- 


ally alien to us, rendering us inc- 
apable of probing its depths. “We 
are now at the threshold of sci- 
ence, having only scratched the 
surface of understanding but tot- 


ally unable to absorb those aspects 
of modem science which would 


help us develop our mentality and 
inner selves,” the King said. "We 
have not therefore been able to 
interact with modem science, and 


(Con tinned on page 3) 
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His Majesty King Hussein on 
Fonndation (Photo by Yousef Al 


Wednesday inaugurates the ftfth annual conference of the Alai Bait 
’Allan) 


Ex-general says Israel knew 


of $2b arms deal with Iran 


Combined agency despatches 


A RETIRED Israeli army general 
arrested in Bermuda for. inv- 
olvement in a 5 2T billion arms deal 
Jo Iran said on Wednesday toe Isr- 
aeli government knew of the pro- 
posed sale. 

An Israeli defence ministry off- 
icial quoted by AP confirmed that 
retired General Avraham 
Bar- Am was licensed by the min- 
istry to deal in militaiy equipment 
US. federal prosecutors in New 
York said they were investigating 
five separate conspiracies to ship 
arms to Iran , including warplanes, 
missiles dad tank engines. Part of 
toe equipment was to come from 
Israel, they said. 


Bar-Am, contacted by tel- 
ephone in a Bermuda jail by Israel 
Radio's New York correspondent 
and the daily Davar newspaper, 
said Israel’s defence est- 
ablishment knew of the planned 
deal. 

The radio and Davar quoted 
Bar-Am as saying he expected 
Israel to intervene on his behalf. 
He hinted- that if the Israeli gov- 
ernment did not help him, he 
would release details of -Israel's 
involvement in toe proposed arms 
deal. 

“The defence establishment 
knows about this group, of which I 
was an adviser, and if toe state of 
Israel does not help us I won't sit 
here for a month for nothing. I'll 


give myself up to the United Sta- 
tes” Davar quoted Bar-Am as 
saying. 

. Bar-Am, a reserve brigadier 
genera] who left the army six years 
ago . is a former military attache to 
Israel's embassy in Turkey and a 
former armoured division com- 
mander. 

He said on Israel radio that 
many parties were involved in the 
proposed sale. “There are a lot of 
bodies involved in toe deal, and 
we are only a small comma” he 
said. “What we tried to sell was 
equipment from the country (Isr- 
ael)." 

The radio said that after his arr- 


(Coa tinned on page 3) 


Tripoli orders out journalists 


a uid EC noves against Libyans 


Combined agency dispatches 


WESTERN journalists were ord- 
ered on Wednesday to leave Libya 
by Friday, apparently in ret- 
aliation for this week's decision by 
toe European Community (EC) to 
restrict the activities of Libyans in 
Europe. 

Following a confused exodus of 
fore ign journalists on Wednesday, 
Libyan Information Minister 
Mbhamraad Sharafeddin said all 
toe 250 media people were exp- 
ected to leave by the end of toe 
week. 

Mr. Sharafeddin told reporters 
in the Al Kabir Hotel, toe hea- 
dquarters for toe foreign press, 
that they were not bemg expelled, 
but he made it dear they would 


not be taken on any more escorted 
tours, and toe government needed 
their hotel rooms. 


“Your mission is over,” he said. 
The government expected all for- 
eign journalists to leave by the end 
of the week, he said. 

Libyan officials had said earlier 
that the reporters had been on aD 
the tours that the government had 


authorised, and on Wednesday 
mommg officials told journalists 
at breakfast tune to pack their 
bags and board waiting buses for 
the airport. 

The officials said, however, that 
journalists who were not from toe 
United States or EC countries 
could stay, and the others had to 
leave in retaliation for West Eur- 


opean sanctions against Libya, 
including Britain's order to expel 
21 Libyan students. 

One busload of 60-70 rep- 
orters, photographers and tel- 
evision crews was driven to the 
airport and another was ready to 
go at mid-afternoon. But at least 
one American reporter checked 
back into toe Al Kabir Hotel after 
bis bill and arranging a 
it exit 

He reversed course when he 
realised his major rival was not on 
the bus, and was not prevented 
from checking into the hotel by 
the same Libyan officials who ear- 
lier had said all reporters must 
leave Ubya. 


(Continued on page 4) 


EC-U.S. rift grows over Reagan remark 


LONDON (Agencies) — With 
more unanimity than they dis- 
played over the raid itself, Ame- 
rica’s Western European allies are 
denying President Reagan’s sug- 
gestions that they adopted double 
standards on last week’s U.S. 
bombing of Libya. ' 

WMea number of the allies cri- . 
ticked the raid, Mr. Reagan said 
on Monday that some of them, in 
consultations beforehand with 
U.S. envoy Vernon Walters, had 
proposed “real major action aga- 
inst Ubya” and not just a limited 
strike. 

The New York Times reported 
on Tuesday that French President 
Francois Mitterrand, West Ger- 
man Chancellor Helmut Kohl and 
Italian Prime Minister Bettino 
Craxiall favoured stronger action 
blit said they could not- state this 
pubficiy. 

West Germany was quid:: to 
dismiss the report. “We deny that 
categorically,” a Bonn gov- 
ernment spokesman said. 

. Italy also denied that it had pri- 
vately urged the U-S- to take 
strong mihtaiy action. ' 


“The reports by some Ame- 
rican newspapers regarding toe 
Italian position on military action 
by the United States appear abs- 
olutely inexact,” Mr. Craxf s dip- 
lomatic adviser Antonio Badmi 
said. The Rome government's 
position was well known, be 
added. 


Mr. Craxi has criticised both' 
Libya and the U.S. for con- 
tributing to tension in the Med- 
iterranean and said toe Italian 
government had advised Was- 
hington not to attack Libya. 

A further denial of support for 
tough action against Libya came 
from Spain which, along with Fra- 
nce, refused permission for US. 
planes to overfly its territory for 
the attack. 


placing.- European leaders under 
toe suspicion of double sta- 
ndards." 

France, where divergences bet- 
ween Socialist President Mit- 
terrand and right-wing Prime Min- 
ister Jacques Chirac have made 
officials reticent on controversial 
issues, has not so far commented 
publicly on the reports from Was- 
hington. 

But foreign Minister Jean- 
Bernard Raimond told the Nat- 
ional Assembly the day after the 
raid that France’s position was 
very dear. The government, in 
agre ement with Mr. Mitterrand, 
had decided not to be associated 
with the raid. 


“Spain's position is one of rej- 
ection of both terrorism and the. 
method chosen by Reagan to fight, 
it," a foreign Ministry spo- 
keswoman said. 

The Spanish daily El Pais com- 
mented: “Reagan’s statement 
constitutes an tmusual method of 
dealing with allies and amounts to 


• In Britam, where Prime Min- 
ister Margaret Thatcher publidy 
supported the raid and allowed 
U5. bombers to fly from bases in 
Britain to take part in it the con- 
troversy over the private vie- 
wports of other European lea- 
ders has made little impact. 

Officials in Norway, Denmark 
and Ireland all said their leaders 
opposed the raid. 


American 
Senate 
panel votes 
against 
Saudi arms 


sales 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) - 
The Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee voted on Wednesday 
to recommend that the Senate 
turn down a proposed >354- 
milfiou sale of U.S. missiles to 
Saudi Arabia. 

The 1 1-6 vote to disapprove the 
sale moved Congress closer to a 
showdown with President Ronald 
Reagan on toe issue, and it came a 
day after officials in toe adm- 
inistration said Mr. Reagan would 
veto any disapproval legislation. 

On Tuesday, the House of Rep- 
resentatives foreign Affairs Mid- 
dle East sub-committee voted to 
recommend that toe full com- 
mittee pass a resolution of dis- 
approval and send ft to toe bouse 
floor for debate. The full com- 
mittee was set to vote later Wed- 
nesday on toe issue. 

Senator Alan Cranston, chief 
sponsor of toe disapproval res- 
olution , told his colleagues on toe 
panel that “we are in an und- 
eclared war on terrorism,” and he 
said approval of the sale would 
send toe “wrong signal” because 
the Saudis support the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
and Syria, which he contended 
support “terrorism.” 

Sixty-three senators and 221 
representatives have co- 
sponsored disapproval resolutions 
in their respective chambers. A 
two -thirds majority of members 
present and voting is needed in 
each house to override a pre- 
sidential veto. The senate has 1 00 
members and the house 435. 

Secretary of State George 
Shultz urged Congress on Tuesday 
to approve sales before the house 
sub-committee voted to block the 
sale. 

“This sale will send dear pol- 
itical signals,” Mr. Shultz said in a 
letter to the sub-committee. “To 
Iran, to deter expansion of its war 
with Iraq, to sLudj Arabia and 
other moderate states, to bolster 
their resolve and reaffirm our rel- 
iability and credibilfty as a security 
partner.” 

He said a strong Arab defence 
would sharply reduce the chances 
that Washington would have to 
interveae directly to support its 
vital interests. 

The Reagan administration 
formally notified Congress of the 
proposal sale on April 8 and Con- 
gress ted 30 days to try to block it 
by passing a “resolution of dis- 
approval.” 

The congressional opposition to 
the sale followed a pattern of past 
(Continued on page 4) 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor with Charlotte of Luxembourg who arrived on Wr i- 
the Grand Duke Jean and Duchess Josephine- nesday on a state visit to Jordan (Petra photo i 


>eke and Duchess of 



AMMAN (J.T.) — The Grand 
Duke Jean and Grand Duchess 
Josephine -Charlotte of Lux- 
embourg arrived here Wednesday 
afternoon on a three-day official 
visit to Jordan. Their Majesties 
King Hussein and Queen Noor 
greeted the Duke and Duchess 
upon their arrival at Amman Air- 
port. His Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad, the personal rep- 
resentative of King Hussein. Her 
Highness Princess Taghreed, and 
Her Highness Princess Sarvath 
also greeted the Duke and Duc- 
hess upon their arrival. 

Also present at the airport to 
receive the Duke and Duchess- 
werc Prime Minister Zaid Rifai, 
Royal Court Chief Marwan Al 
Qasem. Court Minister Adnan 
Abu Odeh. Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’d Ibn Zaid, Armed For- 


ces Commander-In-Chief General 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker, and their 
wives. The Duke and Duchess 
were accorded an official wel- 
coming ceremony with a 21 -gun 
salute. 

The national anthems of the two 
countries were also played. 

King Hussein and Queen Noor 
accompanied the Duke and Duc- 
hess in reviewing a guard of hon- 
our. 

Speaker of the Upper House of 
Parliament Ah mad Al Lawzi, cab- 
inet members, senior ch’fl and mil- 
itary officials, Jordan's amb- 
assador to Luxembourg, toe dean 
of toe diplomatic corps, amb- 
assadors of the European Com- 
munity countries in Jordan, were 
also at toe airport to greet toe gue- 
sts. 

After their arrival, Duke Jean 


and Duchess Josephine -Charlotte 
paid a courtesy visit to the King 
and Queen at Al Nudwu Palace. 

King Hussein anJ Queen Noor 
Wednesday night hosted a dinner 
banquet in honour of the Lux- 
embourgian guests. 

The banquet was attended by 
Prince Mohammad. Princess Tag- 
reed. Prince Hassan. Princess Sar- 
vaih, toe prime minister. speakers 
of the Upper and Lower Houses of 
Parliament, ex -prime ministers, 
the chief of the Royal Court, the 
minister of court, ihe chief cha- 
mberlain. the commander- 
in-chief of toe Armed Forces. min- 
isters and senior state officials and 
officers and their spouses. 

Attending the banquet also 
were EC ambassadors and Jor- 
dan's ambassador to Lux- 
embourg. 



F 3 ? 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraqi forces 
stormed and recaptured 17 
Iranian-held positions and mou- 
ntain peaks in toe northern mou- 
ntainous region of toe warfront 
early Wednesday, destroying two 
Iranian brigades and seizing a 
large number of prisoners, a war 
communique said. 

The communique, broadcast on 
Baghdad Radio, said Iraqi forces 
launched the attack at 3:00 a.m.. 
and four and a half hours later 
“the situation settled completely 
in favou r of our victorious forces ." 

Soldiers of toe Fifth Array 
Corps, supported by warplanes, 
artillery and tank units, as well as 
Kurdish paramilitary troops car- 
ried out the assault on the Iranian 
positions in the northeastern sec- 
tor of the international border in. 
Kurdistan province, the com- 
munique said. 

“Our valiant forces completely 
destroyed enemy forces, esp- 
ecially the 1st and 3rd brigades of 
toe 64to division,*’ toe com- 
munique said. 

Iranian forces suffered "huge 
losses and only those who fled or 
surrendered have survived,” 
added toe communique. 

The positions captured included 
two strategic ravines, Zarar and 
Guyeh Rashk, a hill and 14 mou- 


ntain peaks, according to the 
communique. 

The reported attack and success 
was a ' •present" from the armed 
forces to the Iraqi people on toe 
occasion of President Saddam 
Hussein’s birthday, the war com- 
munique said. President Hussein 
turns 49 on April 28. 

There was no immediate com- 
ment on the Iraqi success from 
Iran. 

Iran launched an offensive in 
toe northern sector of the 1,180- 
kilo me tre front I ine Feb . 24 . 1 1 wn s 
15 days after Iranian forces inv- 
aded the southern Iraqi Fao Pen- 
insula. 

Iranian troops captured some 
areas in the no rth in February, but 
Iraqi units have since reported 
driving them out from most of the 
region. 

Iraq has also been reporting the 
recapture of areas seized by Iran 
in the northeastern sector in ear- 
lier stages of the war. 

In recent weeks, Iraqi forces 
have been conducting a series of 
quick attacks on diverse Iranian 
positions along the entire warfront 
in an apparent attempt to divert 
Iranian concentration on the Fao 
sector. Iranian forces remain lod- 
ged in toe peninsula which they 
invaded fob. 9. 


No date set for 


MOSCOW f Agencies) — The 
Soviet Union has not fixed a date 
for its next nudear test despite 
Tuesday’s U 5. -test in the Nevada 
Desert, a Soviet foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Wednesday. 

“No specific date has been set. 
We will follow developments.” 
Valery Sukhin told a news bri- 
efing. 

Sukhin recalled that Moscow 
had declared itself free of its 
eight-month-long self-imposed 
moratorium on nuclear tests after 
a US. explosion on April 10. 

“But we are not in a hurry to 
translate {his statement into pra- 
ctice " he said, echoing a remark 
made by Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze in a speech at the 
Kremlin on Tuesday. 

Mr. Shevardnadze also urged 
the United States to reconsider its 
rejection of Soviet proposals for a 
joint temporary ban on nuclear 
tests. 

The Nevada test on Tuesday 
was the third VS. explosion of the 
year and drew immediate criticism 
from the official Soviet media. 


which argued that it blocked 
moves to disarmament. 

Political observers said toe test 
demonstrated the Reagan adm- 
inistration's determination to pro- 
ceed with testing • 

The Soviet news agency TASS 
condemned toe test, as did private 
groups in the United States, and 
toe observers said an amendment 


was likely to be introduced in the 


House J Representatives ending 
funds for future tests. 

In another development, senior 
US. officials said the Soviet and 
US. foreign ministers are exp- 
ected to meet soon to arrange a 
superpower summit despite the 
US. air strikes against Ubya. 

In Seoul. Edward Rowny. spe- 
cial presidential adviser on arms 
control, said Washington was dis- 
appointed that Moscow had pos- 
tponed a May meeting between 
Secretary of State George Shultz 
and Mr. Shevardnadze because of 
the attack. 

“But we do not fed this will 
have any lasting effect," he told a 
news conference. 


Katyusha 


northern 


Israel 


TEL AVIV ( Aaeneies) — A Kat- 
yusha rocket fired from South 
Lebanon fell in northern Israel, 
but caused no injuries or damage, 
military officials said Wednesday. 

The rocket was fired at about 9 
p.m. on Tuesday, but its remains 
were only found during searches 
in toe morning, said the officials. 

They did not disclose where toe 
rocket fell. 

It was toe first rocket attack on 
Israeli settlements in toe Galilee 
in four weeks. Five people were 
injured when a Katyusha rocket 
fell in toe border town of Kirvat 
Shmona on March 17. 

In ano toer incident on T uesday. 
unknown men threw a petrol 
bomb at an Israeli bus in the occ- 
upied West Bank. Israel Radio 
said. 

The incident occurred north of 
Jerusalem, not far from the site nf 
a hand grenade attack toe pre- 
vious night on an Israeli car. 

A 28-year-old Israeli bus driver 
died Tuesday of gunshot wounds 
from an attack this month in the 
West Bank os thcarmv reported u 
25 percent increase in nnti-lsnieli 
violence since l^S-;. 

The driver was seriously wou- 
nded in the chest in the April 12 
nighttime ambush on a bus near 
Ramallah. 25 kilometres north of 
Jerusalem. 

Two Israelis were wounded in 
the attack. 

Army figures showed an inc- 
rease in anti-Israeli violence from 
400 attacks in 1983-1984 to 500 
between mid- 1984- 1 985. sources 
quoted by AP said. 

The figures also showed four 
Palestinians killed by Israeli sol- 
diers last year, said the source. 
There wen: no casualty figures 
given for Israelis. 

The Israeli army believes that 
four armed Palestinian cells active 
in Jerusalem and the West Bank 
are responsible for the recent 
wave of attacks. 

The four groups, armed with 
sub-machine guns and pistols, arc 
based in the Old City of Jer- 
usalem. Nablus and two villages 
south of Nablus, said sources quo- 
ted by AP. 

They confirmed a report in the 
daily newspaper Maariv that one 
of the gangs was responsible for 
the death of Nabius Mayor Znnfer 
Al Masri outside his "office .> 
March 2 and for toe attack on toe 
Israeli bus last week. 
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French paper reports U.S. 
F-llls flew over Pyrenees 


PARIS (R) — A French newspaper said Wednesday 
that the U.S. planes which bombed Libya last week 
flew over French territory although France refused 
permission for the overflights. 


Le Canard Enchaine, a satirical 
weekly quoted “well-informed 
French officers" for its account of 
the flights by US. Air Force 
F-llls along a short route from 
Britain to the Mediterranean over 
the Pyrenees Mountains, which 
form the border between France 
and Spain. 

The French government bas 
said it rejected Washington’s req- 
uest that the Libyan-bound planes 
be allowed to fly over French ter- 
ritory, and U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan has publicly criticised Pre- 
sident Francois Mitterrand for the 
decision. 

“All the maps published in the 
press and retracing the alleged 
route used by Reagan’s bombers 
(according to indications fur- 
nished by the Americans the- 
mselves) are bogus," the new- 
spaper said. 

“The F-llls did not reach the 


Mediterranean by Gibraltar but 
by the French -Spanish Pyrenees ” 
the article continued, adding that 
only the refuelling planes took the 
long route via Gibraltar. 

The F-llls, equipped with 
radar that allows an automatic 
pflot to steer a course only 100 
metres above the mountain range, 
flew low enough to escape radar 
detection by either the French or 
Spanish Aimed Forces, the new- 
spaper said. 

It quoted the French Defence 
Mmistiy as saying: “Technically 
speaking, we have every reason to 
think that the overflight of a por- 
tion of French territory could not 
be carried out without being det- 
ected by one method or another” 

The Defence Ministry refused 
Wednesday to make any comment 
on the Le Canard Enchaine art- 
icle. 


Le Canard Fnchainp- made a 
series of revelations that were 
later proved true in last year's 
Greenpeace affair, in which Fra- 
nce first denied and then ack- 
nowledged its responsibility for 
sinking the Greenpeace ship, the 
Rainbow Warrior, in Auckland 
Harbour. 

Meanwhile Libya Wednesday 
reported that Soviet warships 
were cal Eng at its ports in the wake 
of US. air raids. 

The Libyan News Agency 
JANA, in a telex to Reuters, said 
three cruisers of the Soviet naval 
fleet operating in the Med- 
iterranean were currently visiting 
Libyan ports. 

It named the ships as Dnizt, Dsi 
Ietska and Atlantski but did not 
say which ports they were calling 
at 

The Soviet Union, two days 
after the American raids on April 
IS, reasserted its right of its war- 
ships to use the Mediterranean. 

Kre mlin leader Mikha il Gor- 
bachev last month offered to wit- 
hdraw Soviet warships from the 


Mediterranean if the United Sta- 
tes pulled out its Sixth Fleet 

The Sixth Fleet dashed with 
Libyan forces last month in the 
Gulf of Sirte, which Libya claims 
as territorial waters, and also took 
part in the bombing raids oo Tri- 
poli and Benghazi last week. 

Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze in a speech ass- 
ailing the United States has talked 
of Soviet “sympathy and sol- 
idarity" with Tripoli, tail refrained 
from making direct pledges of 
help to Libya. , 

Mr. Shevardnadze, speaking at 
the Kermlin Tuesday, said a com- 
bination of Soviet actions, Libyan 
courage and world condemnation 
of the United States had helped to 
contain dangers inherent lq last 
week's US. strikes on Libya. 

“There should be no doubt in 
anyone’s mind that the Soviet 
Union feels sympathy for ancLsol- 
idarity with those who uphold 
then right to independent and free 
development, and who defend 
their national and human dig- 
nity” be added. 


U.S. to raise ‘Marshall Plan’ for Golan’s 
Mideast at Tokyo economic summit Israel * 

WASHINGTON (R) — President a development Secretary of State impact of sliding oil prices on Jor- SCttlCfS 
Reagan will raise the idea of a George Shultz fears could foe Ireg- dan and Egypt, which are heavily W 

“Marshall Plan" for Middle East ional instability. dependent on remittances from ft" 

nations hit by falling oil prices They said such a scheme might workers in oil -producing states UCUdl l 
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WASHINGTON ( R) — President 
Reagan will raise the idea of a 
“Marshall Plan” for Middle East 
nations hit by falling oQ prices 
when be meets other Western lea- 
ders in Tokyo next month, U.S. 
officials and Western diplomats 
have said. 

The proposal was first floated 
here last month by Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres and has 
Mr. Reagan's backing. 

UJS. officials said tne aid env- 
isaged would support countries hit 
so hard by the foil of oil prices that 
they cannot save their economies. 


a development Secretary of State 
George Shul tz fears could fuel reg- 
ional instability. 

They said such a scheme might 
also ease resentment among 
“moderate” Arab Nations at the 
VS. air raid on Libya last week, 
another issue Mr. Reagan will 
debate with Western leaders. 

. The Marshall Plan was naira*! 
after U £. Secretary of State Geo- 
rge Marshall who proposed mas- 1 
sive U.S. aid to rebuild Europe' 
after World War 0. 

VS. officials said Washington 
was chie fly concerned with the 


THE ROYAL SHOOTING CLUB 

announces the opening of its shooting season as of 
Friday April 25, 1986 at the club fields in Jweideh. 

Double trap and single trap shooting will be 
held. 


The club's management is pleased to invite the pub- 
lic to attend the events which will be held regularly 
on Friday and Sunday afternoons each week. 
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impact of sliding oil prices on Jor- 
dan and Egypt, which are heavily 
dependent on remittances from 
workers in oil -producing states 
who now face dismissal. 

They also noted that Saadi 
Arabia, long the region's pay- 
master, was today facing financial 
problems of its own as it att- 
empted to fund domestic dev- 
elopment. 

The officials said if other cou- 
ntries were to benefit they would 
probably have to follow policies 
that did not counter Ufi. interests. 

Western finance ministers .att- 
ending semi-annual meeting of 
the Internationa] Monetary Fund 
(IMF! in Washington earlier this 
montn were approached by U.S. 
Deputy Secretary of State John 
Whitehead oo the possibility of 
contributing to a $30 billion 10- 
year aid plan for the region. 

The issue also surfaced at last 
week’s minis terial meeting of tile 
24-nation Organisation of Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and Dev- 
elopment (OECD) in Paris, which 
brings together the world’s rich' 
industrial democracies. 

But few Western countries, inc- 
luding the United States, are in a 
position to contribute. 


OCCUPIED GOLAN HEI- 
GHTS — Fifty families from Isr- 
aeli moshav (co-operative) set- 
tlements on the occupied Syrian 
Golan Heights will soon be dis- 
mantling their forms and leaving, 
according to Eitan Ltss, chairman 
of the Golan Regional Council. 

He told the Hebrew daily Al 
Ha’mishmar that the government 
had neglected colonisation of the 
Golan region, preferring instead 
to direct resources to the West 
Bank. As a result, the Golan nos- 
havs had run up intolerable debts. 
He also complained that the gov- 
ernment had reneged on a com- 
mitment to establish seven new 
colonies on the Golan. 

Early last year Liss was quoted 
as saying that the Golan colonies 
of Alonei Habashan, Kid nut Zvl 
Meitzar and Neve Atiy all faced 
disraantiernent as the result of 
inadequate frndinj*. ~ 

TWq ' Golan region has been 
tense in recent weeks following 
angry demonstrations by Syrian 
Druse residents protesting against 
the Israeli occupation. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

* An exhibition of photography by 
Husui Al Hariri a I the Afia Art Gallery - 
Fun Qide (until April 30). 

* Alan Msbey poster exhflritkm at (he 
British Council (until May 7). 

* An art exhibition by Or. Eusaf Rab- 
adbi at the French Cultural Centre 
(until April 28). 

CULTURAL WEEK 

* A French Cultural Week at Mu’ta 
University in Karate (until April 24). 

CIRCUS 

* Rumanian State Circus daily at AJ 
Hussein Sports City. 

VIDEO 

* “Culture'' at 4:00 pjn. at the French 
Oihnr al Centre. 

FEATURE FILM 

* “ AllThatJaz/' at 7:00 pm. Thursday 
at the American Centre. 

CINEMA 

* “Le* enfants gptes" at 8:00 pm. Thu- 
rsday at the French Cultural Centre. 

MUSICAL PLAY 


* “Once Upon A Mattress" a musical 
comedy at 7:30 pm. Thursday at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre TeL 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Library — 641520 
British Council - 636147-8 


French Cultural Centre ... 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 62 4049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Am Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.WMA 664251 

Amman Muridpal Library ._ 6361 1 1 

Uorvenaty of Jordan Library 843555 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Amman Qnb. Meetings every 
first and thud Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday hm, 1 JO pm. 

lima PHbddpUa dob. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hold, 7 JO pro. 

CHURCHES 

St- Joseph Chord] (Roman Cathofic) 
Jabal Amman, tcL 624590. 

Church of the Amuaadarian (Roman 
CathoEc) Jabal Luweibdeh, 637440. 

De la Swe Chord] (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, 661757. 

Chord] of the Anmdaka (Greek 
Ortbodos) Abdafi, 623541. 

Anglcaa Church (Church of the Red- 
eeoer) Jabal Amman. 678906. 
Annabo Ca thole Church Ashrafieh, 
771331. 

A nD c o fanOrthodacChTCfa Aafarafich. 
775261. 

SLEphrahu Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ariuafieb, 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School m Sbrnetsani, 677534. 
ErnngHkari Lothem Chwrch, Jabal 
Amman, 6th Circle, (Rev. N. Srair), 
Teh 811295 

Rainbow Congregation (International, 
InterdenominatianaJ) meets in the 
Church of the Redeemer, Jabal 
Amman. TeL 606974. 

PRAYER TIMES 
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Iraqi 

army’s 

efficiency 

improved 

LONDON — Iraq's embroilment 
in the war with Iran may be of 
strategic benefit to Israel, tying up 
the resources of one of the bluest 
Arab states, but when the war is 
over the Israelis wiU have cause 
for concern. 

Hiis was the message of Hirsch 
Goodman, the defence cor- 
respondent of the Jerusalem Post 
in a recent feature in the paper. 

“Despite the tremendous cost 
in personnel and material paid by 
the Iraqis over the past six years,’' 
he said, “the Iraqi army that will 
come out of the war will be far 
superior both quantitatively and 
qualitatively to the army that went 
into it.” 

Since the last major Axab- 
Israeli war, in 1973, Iraq’s army 
has grown from six divisions with , 
1,100 tanks to about forty div- 
isions with 5,000 tanks of vastly 
improved quality, noted Goo- 
dman. Nine erf Iraq's divisions are 
currently mechanised, and the rest 
are all mobile. 

He continued: “Iraq has dev- 
eloped six brigades of specialised 
commando units that enjoy Hi gh 
mobility and are equipped with 
Eastern and Western anti- tank 
missiles. Its helicopter force num- 
bers 430, including 160 attack hel- 
icopters. Its air force comprises 
600 front line aircraft, 450 of 
which are MiG 25s, Mirage F-ls 
and Sukhoi 20/7s. It has 3,500 art- 
fllery pieces and a massive range 
of ground-to-ground rockets." 

Since 1980 Baghdad has acq- 
uired missile boats and electronic 
equipment from Italy; armoured 
vehicles, artillery. Mirage F-l fig- 
hters, attack helicopters, missiles 
and electronics from France; and 
armoured vehicles, artillery roc- 
kets and possible new tanks from 
Brazil. 

To reduce the Iraqis' advantage 
in weaponry, and to exploit their 
own in manpower, noted Goo- 
dman, the Iranians had fought the 
waron as broad a front as possible. 

“As a result, the Iraqis have dev- 
eloped - again with potentially ser- 
ious strategic consequences for 
Israel — the ability to move huge 
forces over long distances in an 
extremely short time." he obs- 
erved. "To do this they have inv- 
ested in some 2,000 motorised ; 
tank carriers (as opposed to 200m ; 
1973) and have developed an 
impressive logistic capability in 
keeping units both on the move 
and well supplied.” 


AUH staff stage strike after Beirut 
militiaman attacks hospital doctor 

! -rt. kiridnit' tk» 


BEIRUT (AP) - The medical 
staff of the hard-pressed Ame- 
rican University Hospital (AUH) 
in west Beirut carried out a one- 
hour protest strike on Wednesday 
after a Muslim militia m an beat up 
an emcgency ward doctor. 

Some 260 doctors in white med- 
ical gowns staged the hour-long 
sit-in at mid-moming at the san- 
dbagged arrival square to the 
emergency ward of the sprawling 
420-bed hospital, the biggest and 
best equipped in Lebanon. 

“We request that militiamen 
and all armed men should not be 
in the premises of the hospital. 
This hospital should be free of 
weapons,” said Dr. KhaJed Jar- 
aee, who treads the AUH Medical 
Staff Association. 

“The real reason for this strike 


is repeated aggressive acts inside 
the hospital by mili tiamen.” said 
Dr. Abdul Rahman BizrL ”We 
simply do not want weapons in the 
hospital” 

TTie sprawling AUH looks more 
like a battlefield medical unit 
under fire than a teaching faculty 
whenever fighting rages in the 
Lebanese capital, often handling 
as many as 150 casualties an hour. 

Rival factions in the Muslim 
sector had frequently shot it out in 
hospital corridors. One gunman 
once blew himself up with a gre- 
nade in an emergency room, des- 
troying X-ray machines. 

Another once put a gun to the 
head of a surgeon operating on a 
wounded comrade and threatened 
to pull the trigger if the patient 
died. Luckily he did not. 


The latest incident that pro- 
voked the protest oaam& Mon- 
day sight, when a milittarttm sla- 
pped an emergency ward doctor 
and threatened another with a gun 
for refusing to give him a report 
that he suffered poisoning so that 
he can seek treatment abroad, an 
AUH statement said. 

A UH doctors had since been on 
strike, diverting incoming cases tu 
other hospitals. They will keep the 
ward shut until security condkiotfi 
were “convmdngly . improved,'' 
said an AUH spokesman. 

The two main Graze and Shf ite 
Muslim militias formed a 50-man 
special joint force overnight and 
deployed it around (he AUH in a 
bid to pacifv the angry medical 
staff. 


Sudan’s democracy faces difficult week 


By Hamza Hendawi 

Reuter 

KHARTOUM — Sudan’s latest 
experiment in democracy has a 
difficult week ahead as ptitkdans 
of the major parties seek to avert a 
possible deadlock in attempts to 
form a coalition government. 

No single party has an overall 
majority from this month's ele- 
ctions and an unexpectedly strong 
showin g by the National 
Front (NIF) on the for right has 
upset what should, ideally, have 
been a smooth transition of power 
from military to civilian. 

The Islamic Sharia Laws inh- 
erited from President Jaafar 
Numeiri, deposed last April, are 
the main bone of contention in 
negotiations between the parties, 
with some favouring only min or 
amendments and others dem- 
anding co mplete repeal of the con- 
troversial legislation . 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

The outcome will be decisive for 
prospects for a peace settlement 
with southern rebels of the Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA), which has put abolition 
of Sharia among its main con- 
ditions for dialogue with any Kha- 
rtoum govern meaL 
The centrist Umma Party, lar- 
gest bloc in the newly elected con- 
stituent assembly with 99 out of 
! 301 seats, had hoped to lead a 
! broad-based coalition excluding 
only the NIF, which helped Num- 
eiri implement Sharia in 1983 
and worked with him to within a 
month of his downfall last April. 

Umma leader Sadeq AJ Mahdi, 
prime minister in the 1960s, des- 
cribes No mein's version of Sharia, 
with its emphasis on amputations 
and floggings, as a perversion of 


Tsiam designed to terrorise the 
Sudanese people into submission. 

He has rejected any sharing of 
power with his brother-in-law, 
NIF leader Hassan Al Turabi, who 
insists the next government shonld 
build cm, rather than dismantle, 
Numeirfs Sharia. 

Sadeq’ s plan depended, how- 
ever, on the cooperation of the 
Democratic Unionist Party 
(DUP), a ‘fragile centrist group 
with weak leadership and a wide 
range of conflicting views among 
its bloc of 63 assembly members. 

The DUP kept its cards close to 
its chest during the election cam- 
paign and only in the last few days 
has it come out in favour of inc- 
luding the NIF in a coalition gov- 
ernment. 

The DUP decision followed an 
NIF landslide victory in the con- 
test for 28 “graduate" seats, for 
which university and polytechnic 
graduates have a second vote. 

The Islamic group won 23 of 
these, bringing its seat total up to 
51 and making it a force to be 
reckoned with in the man- 
oeuvrings to form a government 

The DUP-Umma differences 
came to light recently when Kha- 
rtoum newspapers reported that 
politicians had asked the country’s 
interim military rulers to give 
them more time for negotiations 
and to postpone the inaugural ses- 
sion of the constituent assembly 
by four days to April 30. 

The assembly was origin ally due 
to meet on April 26 to vote in a 
new government and choose a 
five-man council, to replace the 
Transitional Military Council 
(TMCaas the embodiment of nat- 
ional rovereingty. 

The TMC, led by Gen. Abdul 
Rahman Swareddahab, has yet to 
role on the politicians' request. A 
council spokesman said Monday 


the delay would require an arne- 
admen t to the interim constitution 
in force since last year. 

Sadeq. great-grandson and pol- 
itical heir of Sudan's 19th-century 
Mahdi. is expected to announce 
the results of his negotiations by 
Thursday. 

One strong card he does have is 
the respect of southern pofiticians, 
who are unlikely to give the DUP 
and NIF the 37 or more seats drey 
need to form a coalition with a 
narrow majority. 

The Umma leader is already 
wooing the south with promises of 
cabinet posts and a high-level 
Umma delegation is due to visit 
Ethiopia to invite the rebel SPLA 
to join a cabinet. 

The NIF. in contrast, has ali- 
enated the black African south 
with its emphasis on Islam and its 
apparent preference for a military 
solution to the southern rebellion. 

The exact political make-up in 
the south is not yet dear, with vot- 
ing indefinitely postponed in 37 of 
the 68 seats there, and not all res- 
ults declared in the others. 

Western diplomats said they 
could not rule out Sadeq softening 
his stand on NIF participation in 
government, though he may be 
counting on the DUP share the 
Umma’s distaste for the NIFs 
hard tine on Sharia and would wel- 
come its repeal. 

The DUP has a long history of 
internal divisions. Three distinct 
factions were operating in Kha- 
rtoum until they reunited late last 
year in the run-up to elections. 

The diplomats said that if the 
DUP-Umma consultations reach 
an impasse, Sadeq woukl have lit- 
tle choice but to join forces with 
the southerners, the Communists 
with three seats, a few ind- 
ependents and the eight-seat 
Sudan National Party, 


FOR THE TRAVELLER USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This in formation is supplied by Aha inf- 
ormation deparmenl at the Jueen Aha 
International Airport teL I OS I *3200-?. 
where it should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

10J5 Kuwait (RJ) 

10*5 Abo Dbabi (RJ) 

lfc45 Muscat Dubai (RJ) 

l(h45 Aqaba (RJ) 

IMS Cairo (RJ) 

1*45 Jeddah (RJ) 

10:55 Dbahran (RJ) 

11:00 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

12:15 Kuwait (LN) 

14 J5 Kuwait (KU) 

I5J0 Muscat, Dubai. Bahrain, Lamaca 
<GF) 

16:10 Riyadh (SV) 

17:50 Lamaca (RJ) 

18J0 Cairo (RJ) 

1&59 London. Belgrade (RJ) 

Uk55 Athens (RJ) 

UhDO Amsterdam, Lamaca (KLM) 

19:10 Frankfurt (LH) 

2AM Zorich, Lamaca (SR) 

2L-O0 Baghdad (IA) 

6630 Cairo (MS) 

0fc40 London, Baghdad (BA) 

VMS — Rio de Janeiro, Lisbon (IA) 
01:25 Baghdad (RJ) 


DEPARTURES 


OfcJO . — 
0940 — 

09 M 

12.-00 — 

1230 — 

13*0 . — 

1305 

1330 

14:00 — 

1430 — 
1535 — 
1630 — 

17:60 

17:40 — 
2040 . — 

2030 

21:00 — 
21:10 — 
21:15 


Aqaba (RJ) 

— Damascus, Paris (AF) 

Beirut (MEA) 

. Vienna. New Yotk (RJ) 

Athens (RJ) 

Paris, London (RJ) 

- Brussels, Frankfurt (RJ) 

Tripoli (LN) 

Lamaca (RJ) 

.. ^Kgwa i (KU) 

Bahrain (GFj 

Riyadh (SV) 

Sana'a (Lin 

Kuwait (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 


21J5 Cairo (RJ) 

22 M Baghdad (IA) 

22:15 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

22 JO . Kuala Lumpur. Smgapore (RJ) 

01:05 Cairo (MS) 

01:45 Baghdad (IAi 

02:15 London (BA) 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Rcgularhne ships docking at Aqaba 
port : 

— Nedlkjyd Rotterdam 

— YuimaJa 

— Alkansa 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company, Tel: 
622324-9 at your service. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Tuesday rates 

Local setUbuv rata in fils 

Belgian franc 76.8/ 78.2 

Dutch guilder 139/ 141.9 

French franc. 492/ 50.1 

Itaian lira 22.9 / 23-3 

Japanese yen (for 100) 205.2/ 208.7 

Swedish crown 48.7/ 49 j 

Swiss franc 187 3/ 190.6 

U X. stuffing pound — 522.7/ 532.1 

U.S. dollar 344 3! 349.1 

W. Goman mark. 156.9/ 159.8 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Deparmenl of 

Meteorology. 

An increase in te mp era tore is exp- 
ected wirh northwesterly fijeht to mod- 
erate winds. In Aqaba, winds wiU be 
northerly moderate and aim sea. 


EMERGENCIES 

A mman goveraoratc 891228 

Amman cwfl defence 198, 199 

CSvfl Defence libid _ 271293, 273131 
CSvfl Defence Quwehmefa 770733 

Ciril Defence Deir Alla 57306 

Ambulance 193, 775111 

Amman downaawn fire brigade ... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue ... 192,621111,637777 

Poice headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 8963901 

EJectac Power CO. 636381/4,624881 
Munidpal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Afia InLAnport (08)53330/60 

hospitals 

Hussein Medical Centre ... 813813/32 
Khafidi Maternity. J. Amn . 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity. J. Amman 

— 642441/2 

Jabal A mman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Sbmeisani 664171/4 

Sbmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845/65 

At-MuaAer Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, AbdaU 666127/37 

664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Mnhajreen 777101/3 

AJ-Bashir, J . Ashraflefa 775111/26 

Army, Maries 891611/15 

Queen Ala Hoqritol 602240/50 

AmaJ Hospital 674155 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Othraan M. Otbman 774024 

Dr. Salman Dbaubi 812568 

Firas pharmacy >.........661912 

AJ Salam pharmacy 636730 

Fayez pharmacy 661627 

5ih Circle pharmacy 813141 

Khalaf pharmacy 778653 

TAXIS: 

Al Hussein taxi 621776 

KhaJdoun taxi 664888 

Bassan taxi 811857 

Ai Khayyam taxi 641541 

Mashour taxi 656743 

AJ Ahfi taxi 621127 

IRBID: 

Dr. Adi Umari 274974 
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Thought forum, CAEU discuss Arab debt situation 

Prince Hassan calls for Arab economic action to tackle ‘grave and important’ issue of foreign debt 


By Salamefa B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN —Jordan enjoys a high credit rating in the 
Arab and international markets due to a monetary 
policy which is based on respecting loan agreements 
and payment conditions. His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan said Wednesday. 


In a speed] delivered on his 
behalf by Senate member Khalil 
A1 Salem, the Crown Prince str- 
essed the need for enhancing and 
reviving agreements on joint Arab 
economic action, with the aim of 
achieving economic integration 
and self-sufficiency. 

The speech was delivered at the 
opening session of a seminar on 
“Indebtedness in the Arab 
World," held at the Arab Thought 
Forum (ATF) in cooperation with 
the Council of Arab Economic 
Unity (CAEU). 

Prince Hassan, who was Tue- 
sday elected chairman of forum's 
board of trustees, said in his key- 
note speech that foreign debt in 
the Arab world was "a grave and 
vety important subject” that sho- 
uld be discussed on the highest 
level in Arab states. He said that 
this seminar is held as a workshop 
in preparation for a seminar to be 
held next year to devise solutions 
to problems caused by foreign 
indebtedness “which cast its sha- 
dow on development in Arab cou- 
ntries and the quality of life of the 
Arab dozen.” _ 

The Prince said that the pro- 
blem of foreign debts has become 
the subject of a heated debate inv- 
olving creditors and borrowers on 


ways to repay debts. He said that 
the foreign debts of certain cou- 
ntries has resulted in the imp- 
osition of “unjust and tough trade 
conditions, a manipulation by cre- 
ditors of commodities sold to bor- 
rowers, mainly armaments." He 
said that these elements and the 
decline in oil prices, protectionism 
imposed by industrial countries 
and the rise in the value of the 
dollar and its interest rates have 
contributed to the heavy burden 
of debtor countries. 

. The Crown Prince, who is the 
founder of the forum, said that the 
inefficiency of governmental 
monetary systems in developing 
countries, corruption and the use 
of loan money in consumer spe- 
nding were major factors in the 
failure of debtor countries to 
repay loans. He said that such a 
situation could threaten the pol- 
itical and social stability of debtor 
countries if governments find 
themselves forced to lift subsidies 
on basic consumer commodities or 
if they have to take other harsh 
measures that directly reflect on 
the well-being of the citizens in 
these countries. He added that 
creditor countries which start 
imposing economic sanctions on 
debtor states make things worse 


than they already are and threaten 
the political and social stability in 
these states. 

In his speech, Prince Hassan 
pointed out that indebtedness in 
the Arab World was positively 
unique in that the bulk of loans are 
granted through Arab financial 
institutions or joint Arab ins- 
titutions such as the Arab Mon- 
etary Fund and the Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social Dev- 
elopment or Arab and Islamic fin- 
ancial companies which offer 
much more favourable loan terms 
than international institutions. 

In a concluding note, the Crown 
Prince called for enhancing 
Arab- Arab dialogue as well as 
South-South cooperation in joint 
economic in vestment and the imp- 
lementation of the rules of the 
Arab Common Market. 

The Secretary General of the 
Council of Arab Economic Unity 
(CAEU) Mahdi A! Obeidi also 
made a speech in which he exp- 
ressed appreciation and thanks to 
Prince Hassan for his sincere con- 
cern about the problems of Arab 
economies and he also thanked 
the Crown Prince for his repeated 
calls for the achievement of Arab 
economic integration. 

In his speech Mr. Obeidi out- 
lined the main impacts of foreign 
debts on developing countries and 
on international relations. He 
urged the international com- 
munity to cooperate in order to 
solve this "serious and con- 
troversial problem.” 

Dr. Obeidi made a brief review 
of the conditions of countries with 
heavy foreign debts and went on 
to discuss in detail the debts of 


King urges Arab-Islamic interaction with modern science for progress 


. -(Continued from page ]) 
science has 1 not become a part of 
our thinking because it has no 
roots in our culture and has not 
taken root in our environment” 

• Despite the enormous number 
of graduates of institutes of higher 
learning, the King said, their pos- 
itions, their work over the years 
and the languages and cultures 
they have acquired, no real sci- 
entific progress has been • ach- 
ieved, although outward app- 
earances might seen to be to the 
contrary. 

. The King said that the Islamic 
Nation has always believed in 
. . “spiritual and . jepgipus" science 
enynatmg, inaiajy the tqa- if 
*. chings : of Koran, "feut -• 

. -recentiy this nation has come&tn 
contact with a completely dif- 
ferent type of science with which 
our culture and our traditions are 
totally unfamiliar.” 

Science, which should have uni- 
fied the various types of thinking 
among scholars and scientists, has 
unfortunately become cause of 
differences among them and it is 
among the scientists and not the 
laymen that differences appeared. 
King Hussein added. 

Scientists, rather than doing 
good to the world, have unf- 
ortunately used science as a means 
of undertaking tyrannical actions 
of forgery and manipulation, of 
acquiring material benefits and 
amassing wealth, and attaining 
higher positions, the King said. 
This has in turn caused them to 
argue and compete and has pro- 
voked extremist attitudes in those 
who follow certain creeds, he said. 

Science, he said, has become a 
weapon for causing dissension and 
division among people of the same 
religion and caused splits in their 
one religion into many. 

In such scientists, the King said, 
one can dearly perceive a total 
separation between science and 
moral conduct because for them 
science has been only a form of 
amassing information and storing 
knowledge which they afterwards 
employed in its own pure course in 
invention and scientific work, wit- 
hout absorbing any of this new 
knowledge into their inner selves 
as guidelines for good conductor a 
style of life or a pattern for moral 
and spiritual behaviour. 

King Hussein said the origins of 
such pure science date back to the 
scientific revolution against die 
Roman Catholic Church and the 
clergy in Europe, and a g ainst str- 
ingent church teachings and the 
overwhelming domination of the 
clergy over scientific knowledge. 

As a result, science has become 
sepiarated from anything spiritual, 
completely materialistic and con- 
sequently has led to a total con- 
tradiction between spiritual and 
material life, creating a deep hos- 
tility between intellect and rel- 
igion , be said . When this split bet- 
ween .the temporal and the spi- 
ritual occurred, science adopted 
hostile attitudes towards religion 
and all its spiritual- values, he said. 
Scieace resented all links between 
man and his creator, he pointed 

It has thus created for itself new 
forms of religion and faiths which 
were adopted by . scientists, the 
King added. Soon afterwards, 
these scientists discovered their 
.need for foi* and were forced to 
n_ die importance of spi- 
ritual values and morals, yet they 
could not abandon their intentions 
-and creations and finally these 






wM : ? -- «.' ’.cK * i c. 

nB. , j.isi, >t • . ».!»;.*•:- .*# • 

Ji . - r :-. ' b" *, m ; :.v..- 

. *• -- 

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Wednesday presides over 
the first working session of the fifth annual conference of At a! Bait 
Foundation (Petra photo) 


became a source of destruction. 

For this reason, the King said, 
scieace has become a focus for 
many people’s frustration, since h 
perceived as kflfing die spirit and 
causmg materialism, selfishness 
and greed to dominate their lives, 
leading to immorality and a cra- 
ving for the pleasures of the flesh. 
This, the Kmg said, has become 
commonplace in the communist 
Eastern societies as well as in the 
Western capitalist wo rid. 

Modem science, the King said, 
has shaped the present modem 
civitisaoon and the modem tec- 
hnology it enjoys which has led to 
great progress deeply affecting 
people in all walks of life. Indeed, 
it has become an indispepsible 
partof their lives. Modem science, 
the King added, has naturally fac- 
ilitated many aspects of life in the 
modem age . It has enabled man to 
conquer - diseases, shorten dis- 
tances and overcome numerous 
obstacles. 

King Hussein said modem sci- 
ence provided modem tec- 
hnology, modem concepts, val- 
ues, and patterns of living, but it 
was totally devoid of spiritual and 
moral values and completely lac- 
king humanitarian concepts. 

Such science and scientific 
knowledge, the King said, has 
both dazzled us and attracted us 
since the start of the 20th century, 
and we are still striving to acquire 
more of this science despite the 
fact that it overwhelmed our insr 
.titutioas which were neither 
strong enough, nor able to cope 
with its mo men turn. King Hussein 
said. Foreign invaders who settled 
in our land introduced cultures 
and established organisations tot- 
ally alien to our own thinking and 
our traditions, attracting people to 
the rain every possible means. The 
many graduates who matriculated 
from these new cultural ins- 
titutions have only acquired the 
rudiments of real science, unlike 
their predecessors .who absorbed 
the science of their age. They, by 
contrast. Wended what they acq- 
uired with their own culture, and 
absorbed what they learned into 
their own traditions, forging an 
integrated unit, dexterously dea- 
ling with science and religion, each 
on its own merits. 

King Hussem appealed to the 
scholars taking part in the con- 
ference to embark on the task of 
helping the younger generations 
to absorb modern science and 


blend it with spiritual* * values and 
beliefs. 

Fo flowing the King's inaugural 
speech, the conference opened its 
regular sessions. 

His Royal Highness Grown Pri- 
nce Hassan chaired the session 
reviewed the foundation's 1985 
annual, budget and programmes 
being implemented. The session 
also (focussed the research of 
“Arab Islamic education” which 
was the focus of number of res- 
earch and studies presented to the 
conference. , 

Wednesday’s evening session, 
which was also presided over by 
the Grown Prince, was dedicated 
to a thorough discussion on the 
foundatknfs activities and current 
research as well as a com- 
prehensive review of the fou- 
ndation’s achievements during the 
year 1985. 

At the outset of the session, the 
Crown Prince addressed the par- 
ticipants and called for full-scale 
coordination between the fou- 
ndation’s committees of different 
specialisations. 

The Crown Prince referred to 
an Arab organisation which rec, 
endy carried out a study on the 
“outlook of Arab future.” 

Emphasising the need to such a 
research, the Crown Prince urged 
all concerned parties to adopt 
properly coordinated studies to 
secure optimum benefits. 

Dr. Nasseredeen Al Assad out- 
lined the foundation's ach- 
ievements in the previous year and 
underlined the studies and res- 
earch already submitted to the 
conference by Islamic scholars. 

Dr. Assad ajso told participants 
that the foundation had decided to 
start publishing results of research 
upon receiving them from the sch- 
olars and after submitting them to 
studies. 

Regarding the foundation's 
project to prepare an Islamic enc- 
yclopaedia, Dr. Assad said a 
committee has prepared the list of 
topics and it will be submitted to 
participants for final approval. 

If the list of topics be approved 
by the end of the current con- 
ference then the foundation will 
request scholars all over the Isl- 
amic World to start working on 
the project. Dr. Assad said. 

A number of scholars took part 
in the debate and expressed app- 
recitation of the standard of studies 
and achievements of the fou- 
ndation. They also thanked thei 
Grown Prince for bis contribution 


to the upgrading of Islamic stu- 
dies. 

Dr. Assad, president of the fou- 
ndation. also thanked King Hus- 
sein for his support of the fou- 
ndation. 

Dr. Assad said that the fou- 
ndation had completed the pre- 
paratory scientific research for its 
four medium-term projects which 
cover the treatment of non- 
Muslims in Islam, the educational 
thought in Islam, financial adm- 
inistration in Islam and Shura 
(consultation) in Islam. 

Representing the participating 
scholars, the president of the Isl- 
. amic Organisation for Sciences, 

' .Education and Culture., Abdul 
n :Hadi Bou Taleb, made a speech in 
which he voiced the foundation 
members’ deep appreciation for 
King Hussein's and Jordan's sup- 
port and encouragement of Isl- 
amic and Arab research. 

Mr. Bou Taleb emphasised the 
importance of preserving and 
developing the Islamic heritage 
and cultural identity. 

He said that Muslims and Arabs ' 
were facing a conflict of civ- 
ilisations and a battle of survival. 

“Therefore the Arab and Isl- 
amic nations have to unite in order 


to confront this challenge” he 
added. 

Mr. Bou Taleb, a Moroccan 
scholar, also thanked Prince Has- 
san “for his personal presence at 
and contributions to the dis- 
cussions of the academy ” 

He also praised the ru. * of Dr. 
Assad as president of the aca- 
demy. 

The opening session was att- 
ended by Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minuter of Education Abdul 
Wahab Al Majali, cabinet mem- 
bers, members of the diplomatic 
corps in Amman, Muslim and Chr- 
istian clergymen and memtyprs of 
the public." ' ' ' 

Participants in.. the (inference 
include Palestine National Cou- 
ncil Speaker Sheikh Abdul Hamid 
Saeh, Dr. Husni Subuh from 
Syria, Mr. Rojet Jaroudi 10 m 
France, Harvard University lec- 
turer Abdul Hamid Sabra, Dr. 
Ahmad Sudqi Dajani, Mr. Khalil 
Al Ha midi from Pakistan, Mr. 
Abdul Majid Makeen from Mal- 
aysia, Dr. Mukhtar Aldeen 
Ahmad .from India, Dr. Mehdi 
Muhaqeq from Iran. Dr. Ahmad 
Ozal from Turkey and other Isl- 
amic scholars representing Arab, 
Islamic and foreign countries. 


‘Israel knew of arms deal with Iran’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

est Bar-Am telephoned the mil- 
itary attache at the Israeli embassy 
in Washington, Uri Simchoni. The 
report quoted the embassy spo- 
kesman as saying the call was a 
private conversation between two 
friends and did not imply Israeli 
involvement. 

Analyses say it was unlikely that 
any major arms deal could be car- 
ried off without knowledge of Isr- 
aeli officials. 

.Former Israeli arms dealer 
Emmanuel Shaked, a retired bri- 
gadier general, said he believed “it # 
is impossible to take even a .22- 
calibre bullet out of the country 
I without the permission of the aut- 
horities.” 

“You can’t load warplanes and 
missiles onto a ship like a sui- 
tcase,” Shaked was quoted as tel- 
ling Haaretz newspaper. “It's hard 
for me to believe that a private 
organisation, however large, can 
carry off a deal like this." 

Despite official denials, reports 
have persisted that Israeli- 
supplied weapons have reached 
Iran for its war against Iraq. 

The most recent report was last 
September when an Iranian cargo 
plane that mysteriously dis- 
appeared was found to have been 
in Israel for four days. 

Both Iran and Israel on Wed- 
nesday issued official statements 
denying any government kno- 
wledge of the proposed arms deal. 

The official Iranian news age- 
ncy (IRNA) said reports that Iran 
had made such an attempt were a 
“hasty scenario by ruling groups in 
America” to cover up Was- 
hington's failure to bring down 
Muaramar Qadhaffs regime in 
Libya. 

IRNA quoted a spokesman of 
the Iranian war information 
headquarters in Tehran as tel ting 
foe Tehran daily newspaper Kay- 
han: “The story was designed to 
divert attention from the dif- 
ficulties the government in Was- 
hington Ls faring since the U fai- 
led to achieve its aims in bringing 


down the government of Col. 
QadhafL" 

The Israeli foreign and defence 
ministrigs have denied knowledge 
or involvement in the affair. 

Reports from the U.S. said the 
proposed deal involved jet fig- 
hters, tanks and missiles worth 
more than 52 billion. 

The charges against Bar-Am 
and 16 others were filed on Tue- 
sday in federal court in New York. 

US. police have uncovered 
more than a dozen arms smuggling 
plots in the last year but officials 
said those charged on Tuesday 
formed the biggest ring ever. 

The suspects included four 
Americans and 13 nationals of 
countries with ties to the United 
States — Israel, Britain, France, 
West Germany and Greece. 

Officials said police moved in 
just as final arrangements were 
being made to ship the arsenal 
from Israel and other unnamed 
countries to Iran aboard Greek 
vessels. 

Nine of the suspects were seized 
late on Monday in swoops in New 
York and Bermuda and charged 
with conspiracy to smuggle. War- 
rants were issued for the others. 

Among the five arrested in 
Bermuda where they had arr- 
anged a rendezvous was Bar-Am, 
52. If convicted, he and the others 
ooukl receive five-year jail terms 
and fines of up to 5250.000. 

U JS. customs chief William von 
Raab described the 17 as“brokers 
of death who operated a terrorist 
flea market." 

Rudolph Giuliani, the chief 
UJS. prosecutor in New York, cal- 
led the aborted sale “rain- 
dboggling in scope." 

He said it included F-4 and F-5 
jet fighters, more than 15.000 
air-to-air and wire -guided- tow 
anti-tank missiles and scores of 
tanks. Also included were hel- 
icopters, lodg-range artillery and 
several C-130 transport planes. 

Mr. Von Raab said Iran “would 
have used these weapons to make 
war against its n eighb ours or to 


Arab countries. 

He said that the problem of for- 
eign debts has created "an int- 
ernational controversy" since it 
has affected most of the dev- 
eloping countries. 

The amount of foreign debts 
increased during the seventies and 
the beginning of the eighties to the 
extent that the foreign debts of 
developing countries was est- 
imated to have reached 5895 bil- 
lion in 1984, .he said. 

Dr. Obeidi said that developing 
countries have increased their 
expenditures and consequently 
their dependence on foreign loans 
has also increased. 

Fewer loans 

He went on to say that the int- 
ernational debt crisis bas reduced 
the number of loans ooming from 
industrialised ixuiri tries to dev- 
eloping countries from an annual 
rate of 9.1 per cent in 1983 to 5 j 
per cent in 1984. 

Dr. Obeidi also noted that this 
decline was accompanied by a 
decrease of developing countries' 
access to foreign currencies which 
lod to deficits in their balance of 
trade. 

He called on the international 
community to help in solving the 
problems of developing countries. 
“We should not forget that the 
current policies of industrialised 
countries have directly con- 
tributed to deepening the crises of 
developing countries.” he said. 

Dr. Obeidi divided Arab cou- 
ntries into three categories based 
on the extent by which they have 
been affected by foreign debts. 


Jordan to mark 
Arab Environment 
Day today 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
observe Arab Environment Day 
on Thursday with a number of act- 
ivities and programmes designed 
to spread public awareness about 
the importance of protecting the 
environment from pollution. 

The Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Env- 
ironment, in cooperation with 
municipal and village councils in 
the country, has organised lec- 
tures, seminars and speeches int- 
ended to alert the public about the 
need to prevent pollution and pro- 
tect the environment. The pro- 
gramme aims to encourage tree 
■planting, the reclamation of land, 
combating desertification, pro- 
tecting vegetation and wildlife and 
developing public gardens in add- 
ition to protecting water sources 
and safeguarding public health. 

The Royal Society for the Con- 
servation of Nature (RSCN) has 
also prepared a special pro- 
gramme on general cleanliness at 
Azraq, the neighbouring village 
and around the wildlife reserves at 
Azriq. The programme will be 
earned out in cooperation with 
schoolchildren and friends of the 
RSCN at the University of Jordan. I 


The first category includes oil 
producing countries which have 
not been affected by foreign debts 
since they have enjoyed “a rem- 
arkable financial surplus." But u* 
Dr. Obeidi pointed out, the recent 
plunge in oil prices has meant that 
o2 producing countries have suf- 
fered a setback manifested in inc- 
reasing deficits in the balance of 
payments and governmental bud- 
gets. 

The second category includes 
Arab countries with com- 
paratively small debts. These cou- 
ntries are characterised by a rel- 
atively low ratio of foreign debts 
to their national gross products. 
The third category includes cou- 
ntries with heavy debts and Dr. 
Obeidi said that these countries 
had a high debt: GNP ratio. 

Debts and development 

CAE U Director of the General 
Research and Policies Office. Dr. 
Munir Hamameh. presented a 
working paper in which he rev- 
iewed the impact of indebtedness 
on development in the Arab 
World. 

Dr. Hamameh said that there 
has been a sharp increase in the 
rate of indebtedness of some Arab 
countries “which has reached, in 
some cases, a very critical level." 
He singled out ihe worst cases as 
those countries where debt ser- 
vicing has reached a high per- 
centage of total expor) revenues, 

“Resorting to rescheduling 
loans by certain Arab countries is 
a clear indication of economic dis- 
turbances resulting from foreign 
debts." Dr. Hamameh said. He 
explained that loans sought by 
these countries at the outset were 
aimed at filling a gap in local rev- 
enues resulting from o difference 
between locaf savings and inv- 
estment. Thus, he said, the inc- 


rease in Arab indebtedness came 
about us a result of adopting pol- 
icies that were originally aimed at 
encouraging investment. How- 
ever. he continued, the size of len- 
ding was always decided by the 
relation between total con- 
sumption and the Gross National 
Product (GNP) on one side and 
the sought after investment ratio 
envisaged by the economic policy 
on the other. 

Dr. Hamameh told the forum 
that foreign indebtedness in Arab 
states doubled by more than four 
times in the period between 1 y?3 
and I y7v. wh ich he described u» a 
period when there was a "sharp 
rise in indebtedness." He .said that 
Arab indebtedness reuistered a 
comparatively smaller increase in 
the period between 198U and 
1983. 

Dr. Hamameh said in his paper 
that GNP growth in Arab stales 
was positive for the period of 
1975-1980. The growth rate for 
Algeria was 22.V per cent, for Jor- 
dan. Tunisia. Syria. Oman. Leb- 
anon, Egypt and Morocco about 
15 2 percent. With the exception 
of Lebanon which had a GN P total 
growth rate of 4.0 per cent, the 
average for the rest of the cou- 
ntries ranged between 27.1 per 
cent (the highest) for Jordan and 
13.8 per cent (the lowest) for 
Egypt. For the less developed 
Arab countries the growth rate 
was about 21.1 per oeni ranging 
between 6.7 per cent in Mau- 
ritania and 25.8 percent in North 
Yemen. 

Outlining omditions that sho- 
uld be available to guarantee the 
success of the utilisation of fore ign 
loans. Dr. Hamameh said that 
loans could gradually help the abi- 
lity of the national economy to 
iackle commitments to foreign 
(Continued on page 4) 


Balqa police arrest two after 
youth’s body found in cave 


SALT (J.T.) — Police in the Balqa 
region have uncovered a crime, 
which took place more than three 
months ago after the body of 
21 -year-old Ahmad Khleifat was 
discovered in a cave covered with 
a plastic sheeting. The murder 
suspects were identified by the 
police as 21 -year-old MAA and 
22-year-old MKM who admitted 
committing the crime on Jan. 1 1 
this year. 

According to Brigadier Ghaleb 
Duraur, the director of the Balqa 
police department, the victim was 
reported missing by his father on 
Jan. 16 and police investigations 
to trace the youth over the past 
three months led nowhere. 

On April 16 the father told ihe 
police that the remains of his son 
had been found in a cave at Mag- 
harib, near Salt and Brig. Duraur 
said that the police and the reg- 
ion’s prosecutor general went to 
tile site and saw the body inside 
the cave. The body, which had 
been thefe for more than three 
months, was sent to the University 


of Jordan Hospital for autopsy 
and soon afterwards the hospital's 
ooronor reported that Ahmad 
Khleifat had been killed by bullets 
fired into his chest and other parts 
of his body. Brig- Duraur added. 

Soon afterwards, be continued, 
the police launched an intensified 
campaign to find the killers and 
worked in coordination with the 
public and police departments in 
other cities. This investigation 
provided information and dues 
whidi eventually led to the arrest 
of the two murderers, the police 
chief said. 

When interrogated, the two 
suspects said that on Jan. 1 1 they 
went with the victim to a remote 
area west of Salt to have some 
drinks together and the two sta- 
rted firing shots in the air. uni- 
ntentionally hitting their friend in 
the process. Brig. Dumur exp- 
lamed. Brig. Dumur said the rev- 
olver has now been seized and the 
case has been referred to the 
court. • 


Marriott’s recipe for a 

great Friday 

. Friday - the weekend. A great time to relax with 

the family- Join us at the Marriott for our special 
Y Oriental breakfast or lunch buffet. 

B ( EL oriental breakfast buffet 

1|P Choose any of your oriental favorites - foul. 

bhj, H*| hummos. fabneh. batadi cheeses - served with 

tc Bf HjJ fresh bread, and spices in the traditional way. 

dff* I- H IJ PI Or try our lavish continental buffet with 

■ Prj delicious fresh pastries, breads, fruits, cereal 

jjj*. jj I or eggs cooked to your taste by our chef, as you 

fcpfrf m — ORIENTAL BUFFET LUNCH 

wl ^ M For lunch enjoy our great homemade 

specialty dishes- salads, labbouleh. 
'vTk eggplant and garden fresh greens. 

Then, start your main course. 
\ homemade chawarma and kibbe. 

/t f'y' 1 grilled chicken or the specialty of 

i) m End a great meat with a tempting 

ft J choice of mouthwatering Arabic 

sweets anC/ P astries fhade in our 


Relax — bring the whole 
family and enjoy our lavish 
oriental buffet to your 
heart's content. Sahhtam 
and welcome on Friday 
at the Marriott. 


FRIDAY ORIENTAL BREAKFAST OR 
LUNCH BUFFET AT AL MANSAF. 


Breakfast from early Morning till n a.m 
Lunch from 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 




AMMAN 


Marriott 



O9-Jjl_0 

jUc 


Far more information Tel: 660100 
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VIEW FROM AMERICA 


By Franz Schurmann 


Adventures of American media 


SAN FRANCISCO — A for- 
eigner coming to the United 
States would be astonished at 
the frenzy of denunciation 
about terrorism in the Ame- 
rican press. And he would 
wonder why the White House 
has ordered such meaningless 
attacks on Libyan targets. 

After all. only a handful of 
Americans have been affected 
by terrorism. Far more people 
have been killed in air crashes. 
And there also is no proof, 
aside from rhetoric, that Col. 
Qadhafi has been directly inv- 
olved in the terrorist attacks 
which have occurred. 

Europeans have been much 
more affected by terrorism 
than Americans, yet all of the 
European countries have been 
restrained in their actions. 
They have taken the view that 
terrorism is the weapon of the 
poor and the powerless. There 


is little that governments can 
do about terrorism. They can 
kSl a few terrorists, but more 
will appear. And perhaps they 
can seek to alleviate the con- 
ditions that give rise to ter- 
rorism. 

In the United States, the 
press has been portraying Col. 
Qadhafi as a madman, dep- 
icting Arabs as ruthless bomb- 
throwers. quoting young Pal- 
estinians as willing to commit 
suicide if they can destroy peo- 
ple and property of the enemy. 
Popular American attitudes 
are- not friendly towards the 
Arabs, and the fanatic press 
campaign in recent weeks has 
made the already bad image of 
Arabs even worse. 

And now the bombing att- 
acks. the attempts to root out 
terrorism by attacking “tra- 
ining. communications, and 


logistical” bases for the alleged 
terrorists. No one in their right 
mind believes that these att- 
acks will do anything more 
than solidify Col. Qadhafi's 
position, gam him new friends 
throughout the world, and cre- 
ate even more terrorists. 

Does Washington want to 
oust Col. Qadhafi from power? 
Yes. Does it intend to invade 
Libya? No. There were reports 
that the U-S. tried to persuade 
Egypt to join in an invasion of 
Libya, but that President Mub- 
arak refused. And it is doubtful 
that Washington will commit 
American troops. The U.S. 
public mood is strongly opp- 
osed to direct American mil- 
itary intervention abroad. 

Why then all this shouting 
and bombing against Libya? I 
have written many times in this 
commentary that I believe the 
actions against Libya are a 


smokescreen, camouflage for 
other American worries. The 
real American worries are not 
Libya bufr C ) the dangerously 
unsettled condition of global 
oil prices and supply, (2) the 
collapse of the tripartite agr- 
eement in Lebanon, (3) the 
Iran-Iraq war. and (4) die 
Palestmian-Israeli question. 

The US. is worried that the 
current collapse in the price of 
oft could so shake up the global 
economy that during the next 
year or so growth in some of 
the industrial countries could 
be faced with economic turmoil 
...or worse ... in the developing 
countries. 

If Lebanon falls back into 
the chaos of civil war, U.S. rel- 
ations with Syria could worsen. 
That would please the Israelis. 
That also could have a dam- 
pening effect on US.-Soviet 


relations which had begun to 


improve. 


Iran should prevail in the 
Iraq-Iran war, then a wave of 
Islamic fundamentalism could 
radiate out from Iran over 
much of the Arab and Islamic 
World. 

And if all hope of a res- 
olution of the Palestinian issue 
vanishes, then the LI 25 . w-ill end 
up with only one ally in the 
Middle East — Israel. And the 
rest of the Arab and Islamic 
World will shift towards the 
Soviets, as many of them did 
after the war of 1967. 

These are real worries in 
Washington. Yet every time 
the White House makes even 
the slightest move towards the 
Arabs, the powerful Zionist 
forces rear up Eke some gig- 
antic dragon to nullify those 
moves. Tne Zionists care not- 


hing about anything in fee 
Middle East or the wrid save 
feeir own power. 

It is this situation which tuts 
created a madness in fee White 
House. It is reminiscent of the 
madness of Vietnam when it 
was the dash of rightwin- con- 
servatives and White House 

moderates which afflicted off- 
icials with a paralysis. So str- 
iking at Col. Qadhafi is 
something safe to do. It strikes 
at a small foe. a man whose 
influence is far less than many 
believe, and a country which 
has only a tint population and 
aside from oil no resources. 

There will be more attacks, 
more foolishness, ft can only 
result in even more trouble for 
the United Stales and the peo- 
ple of the Middle East. In the 
end it will create even more 
terrorism. 


IN his address to the opening session of the fifth annual con- 
ference of the A 1 a! Bait Foundation yesterday. His Majesty 
King Hussein spoke at length and in no unclear terms about 
this nation's troubles and aspirations, pointing out the way to 
true salvation and the better future that we all look to. His 
in-depth and objective analysis of what went wrong with the 
Arab and Islamic nations over the past years and of bow the 
present sad situation could be corrected and reversed is a 
testimony to the leader's deep understanding of historv and 
his great vision for the future, it is a lesson that wc must learn 
well, if indeed we are interested in real progress and ach- 
ievement. and it is also an example for the rest of humanity to 
follow if true brotherhood and genuine cooperation are to be 
restored among nations and peoples of the world. 

The King, in his address, stressed the need to combine our 
religion and culture, on the one hand, and modern science, on 
the other hand, so that fee interaction can produce the strong 
institutions that can not only withstand the pressures of mod- 
ern living but also help us all lead more fulfilling and mea- 
ningful lives. He made a strong and convincing plea for hum- 
anity at large not to indulge in its pursuit of material wealth ami 
power at the expense of the weak and man's spiritual values. 

In effect, the King was charting a way in which humanity 
and human achievements could interact for the benefit of all, 
without compromising the past for the present, or the temporal 
for the spiritual. 

And, as His Majesty pointed cut, this could be done and 
should be done, but especially here in the .Arab and Islamic 
worlds where our peoples are eager to start building For the 
future from now , if only because we have lagged behind for so 
long and because wc have so much to contribute to humanity 
and civilisation. The honourable participants at A1 al Baft 
Foundation conference, to whom His Majesty directed his 
historic speech, will no doubt look with great interest and 
keenness at the analysis and guidelines put before them. And 
they will enrich the debate with their tremendous and div- 
ersified experiences and intellect. We wish the fifth conference 

every success in its deliberations, and we art- both honoured 
and happy feat this distinguished group of pror*. r.ent Muslim 
scholars is debating major issues of great concern to fee whole 
world here in Jordan. 


95 per cent of Western 
publishers are pro-Israelis 


RIYADH — Professor Roger 
Garoudi. the Muslim thinker and 
author, has delivered a lecture in 
which he has warned against the 
danger of Israeli control over int- 
ernational public opinion. He said 
that the mam strength of the state 
of Israel did not lie only in its army 
but in its ‘exploitation of public 
opmion." 

He also stated that by dom- 
inating the film industry, major 
American TV networks and 95 
per cent of American publishers, 
the pro-Israeli lobby in the U.S. 
controlled the votes of 70 out of 
100 American senators. 

He gave many examples of Isr- 
aeli domination of the media in 
the West, including publishers' 
reluctance to publish his own 
books and those by other authors 
bolding objective views on the 
Palestinian cause or on the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. He described the 
censorship and ban on pro-Arab 
book distribution, and enc- 
ouragement and wide dis- 
semination of writings hostile to 
Islam. Arabs and Palestinians. 
Authors sympathetic to them 
were persecuted, sued, boycotted 
by TV and ever threatened with 
death while publishers who dared 
to publish their books were 
“doomed to bankruptcy.’' 

Professor Garoudi said that Isr- 


ael depended on the international 
Zionist movement to unite Jews 
and resettle them in occupfed Pal- 
estine. The Zionist lobby's mac- 
hinations were characterised by 
precision and the international 
public opinion was manipulated to 
sympathise with it through the 
perpetutation of three major 
myths — the “legitimate” right of 
Jews in returning to the Promised 
Land "Palestine,” the David- 
versus-Goliath picture of its con- 
flict with the Arab world depicting 
itself as the weak David struggling 
against the aggressive stronger 
Arabs, and fee claim feat Israel 
was the only "democracy” in a 
region overwhelmingly ruled by 
autocratic and totalitarian gov- 
ernments. 

By so doing Israel succeeded in 
receiving huge amounts of money 
and weapons and w inning over 
substantial international public 
opinion • its skle. 

The slightest change in public 
opmion supporting Israel in the 
U.S. and Europe would result in a 
reduction in the financial and mil- 
itary support it was getting. This in 
the long run would compel its lea- 
ders to opt for negotiations to set- 
tle their coofEcts with the Arabs 
and Palestmians, Professor Gar- 
oudi concluded — The Voice of l 
The Arab World. 


Ttaoeglst forum, CA.EU discuss 
Arab debt situation 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 
Al liti'i: ‘Right is in the side of the strong’ 

IN the mid torlk> when the United Nations Organisation was est- 
ablished rhe live major world powers were given a right to veto 
resolutions at the Security Council. Hi is right has hcen used by these 
powers on many occasions, especially bv the United Slates whenever 
it wanted to protect Israel ln»m condemnation fur its aggression on 
the Arabs. Ihis right to win resolutions has been abused su often by 
the big world powers which resort t" it whenever they see their 
interests are being threatened, though - itch interests are sometimes 
Jama gin e to those «>t others and contradict international law. The 
most recent veto was used by the United States against a resolution 
that would have condemned n lor the raid on Libya. Britain and 
France also vetoed the same resolution because they too support the 
American stand vis-a-v is Libya. Now . in the miJ-ninties and in view 
of developments and the ■-•mergence of new powers and new blocs 
around the globe, the right to veto resolutions at will becomes que- 
s tionable and we believe it is high time for the world community to 
take steps to introduce reforms in the world organisation and stop 
injustice in order to all, *u what is right to be established. The Charter 
of the United Nations shoulJ he reconsidered. so feat more rights cun 
he given to the smaller rations and justice cun lx- established. 

Al Dustottr: Middle East needs peace 

THt Israeli prime minister once again has cal kd lor the application 
of u - Marshall Plan' in the 'diddle East. This time was in a speech 
delivered to the European Parliament in Strasbourg. Peres has been 
following this course ■ >t deception in his meetings with foreign cou- 
ntries and has adopted this policy in a hid to mislead world public 
opinion and make every bojy forget the truth about the real situation 
in the MidJIe Had where i-ntcJi forces still occupy Arab land and 
continue to carry out illegal measures against the A rah people. Peres 
wants the world it * forget that it was because of Israel's occupation of 
Arab land that the Middle ba-t region is unstable and weak and not 
due to economic reasons. He wants the world to keep its eyes closed 
to the atrocities his forces are committing against the Arabs, and has 
made hinbell a patron of the region, calling on the Europeans to 
extend economic jid to ii> countries. Peres is try ing to appear as an 
advocate of peace in a region becoming more and more unstnhle and 
on the verge ol war due fo Israel's continued arbitrary policies. He is 
trying to achieve all this while at home he has failed to bring about 
harmony between the two partners in the present coalition and 
proved incapable of putting his house in order. Peres' means of 
deception can trick, no one.. md it i- high time that Europe told Peres 
to stop attempts to deceive others and escape from reality. 

Scnvt Al Shtnih: Amman hosts Arab 
intellectuals 

AMMAN These Jays j. witnessing a series of important gatherings 
and conferences designed to examine ihv current Arab situation and 
lav down a groundwork for better inter-Arab relationships for the 
future. The Jordanian capital has always served as an arena for 
gatherings of intellectuals, scholar: and politicians and provided a 
suitable climate for such dignitaries to discuss ways and means of 
achieving peace, stability and progress for their Arab countries. The 
new Al al Bait conference opening Wednesday is vet another stage in 
the long march by the Arab Nation towards achieving its aspirations. 
The Arab Thought Forum's symposium on national security in the 
Arab World was also important, and esnne at a time when the Arabs 
arc in dire need for unity and joint ncti' m. I'he symposium, the new 
conference and fee many other gatherings are helpful not oniv for the 
participants but also for the future of their countries because few 
help to lay a basis lor reestablishing unity and ending differences 
among these countries. 


(Continued from page Jj 

debts on fee one haml and the 
exptinsion of the local production 
based on the other hand. 

“Thus, fee burden of foreign 
debts is less than revenues, which 
make fee transaction feasible.” 
'Dr. Hamameh said. "But if rev-' 
enues were less than the burdens, 
this would lead to fee acc- 
umulation of deficit because of fee 
inability of fee national economy 
to devise means to tackle fee sit- 
uation 

Dr. Humamch pointed out that 
interest payments on debts were 
30 per cent of the total deficit in 
the balance of trade of developing 
(Countries in 1972. “Wife fee inc- 
rease in debts and their interest 
rates, interest payments on these 
debts climbed to 50 percentof the 
deficit in fee balance of trade in 
the same countries between 197$ 
and 1982. The situation in fee 
Arab World is almost identical to 
feat in developing countries.” Dr. 1 
(Hamameh said. 

‘ Dr. Osama Al Ansari. a res- 
earcher and member of fee ATF. 
has prepa red a paper on the social 
and economic impacts of foreign 
debts in which he reviewed the 
factors which have i .impelled 
most of the developing countries 
to resorts to borrowing. 

Dr. Ansari pointed out in his 
paper, which will be discussed 
| Thursday, that it was only in 1982 
;when Mexico announced that it 
could not repay irr. foreign debts 
that fee dangers resulting from the 
| increase in developing countries' 
foreign debts surfaced as a major 
issue of international concern. It 
was only them that the ind- 
ustrialised countries became 
aware of the crisis they had dra- 
. gged themselves into by offering 
loans to developing countries, 
the paper continued. 

According to Dr. Ansari. the 
main reason that compelled dev- 
elopment countries to borrow 
from industrialised coun tries was 
that their economic expectations 
were not consistent wife tbeir lim- 
ited natural resources. 

The limited natural resources of 
many developing countries hin- 
der feeir plans for development 
and consequently force them to 
[depend on foreign debts, fee 
! paper added. But. as they later 
find out. their dependence on 
loans aggravates this shortcoming 
and leads to the decline of their 
economies in the medium and 
long term, according to Dr. Ans- 
ari. 

Another mistake which the 
developing countries make, in Dr. 
Ansa ns view, is feat although 


they are basically agricultural 
countries, they tend to ignore agr- 
iculture for the sake of ind- 
ustrialisation. 

But since most developing cou- 
ntries lack sufficient natural res- 
ources and technological know- 
how. fee result is feat agriculture 
is neglected and these countries 
also fail to catch up with fee rapid 
developments in world industry. 
Dr. Ansari said. 

Dr. Ansari then went on to dis- 
cuss fee debts of Arab countries 
quoting a study by Dr. Rarnzi 
Sadeq in which be found out feat 
Arab foreign debts have increased 
from 569 billion in 1971 to 573 
billion in 1981. 

The foreign debts of Algeria. 
Egypt. Sudan. Morocco and Tun- 
isia constitute 80 per cent of Arab 
foreign debts. Dr. Ansari noted. 
He pointed out that data on for- 
eign debts varies from one source 
to another. 

In his paper Dr. Ansari cited 
new figures researched by Dr. 
Henri Azzam on Arab foreign 
debts. According to Dr. Azzam, 
Arab foreign debts increased to 
5103 billion in 1984 and while 
Algeria succeeded in reducing its' 
foreign debt, fee number of Arab 
countries wife high foreign debts 
compared to their Gross National 
Products increased from four in 
1981 to 10 in 1983. 

Dr. Ansari then reviewed dif- 
ferent suggestions to solve the 
problems of developing countries 
in debt. He discussed in some det- 
ail the f»Iicies of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMFj which usu- 
ally asks countries in debt to adopt 
austerity measures and increase 
feeir taxes in order to overcome 
feeir foreign debts. 

Although Dr. Ansari did not 
take a firm stand on fee usefulness 
of fee IMF prescription, he did 
point out that implementing IMF 
instructions could cause “eco- 
nomic and social shocks which 
might lead to negative political 
repercussions” 

Rescheduling debts as means of 
solving the problems of dev- 
eloping countries was also dis- 
cussed by Dr. Ansari. He noted 
feat many countries have resorted 
to rescheduling their foreign debts 
although he noted feat this usually 
has economic repercussions. To 
begin with, fee rescheduling of 
debts increases debts, since this 
means an increase in interest rates 
and secondly it makes' the country 
more vulnerable to external eco- 
nomic conditions imposed by the 
creditors, he said. 



Tripoli orders out journalists amid EC moves 


(Continued from page I) 

The Libyan move came as West 
Germany announced feat it was 
cutting Libya's diplomatic mission 
in Bonn by more than half and was 
imposing severe restrictions on 
fee movements of remaining Lib- 
yan staff. 

In Brussels, the community 
took its first economic measure 
against Libya by announcing that 
it was dropping Libya from a list of 
North African countries that ben- 
efit from subsidised butter exp- 
orts. 

The moves were the latest taken 
by European governments fol- 
lowing U.S. pressure for stronger 
action against Libya, whom Was- 
hington accuses of sponsoring int- 
ernational guerrilla violence. 

Six European countries have 
acted so far against Libya. In add- 
ition to West Germany and Bri- 
tain which said on Tuesday it was 
expelling 21 Libyans, Denmark 
said it was expel ling seven resident 
Libyan diplomats “as soon as pos- 
sible.” 

Luxembourg. Belgium and The 
Netherlands six! they would cut 
fee number of Libyan diplomats 
accredited in feeir countries. 

Spain has also indicated it 
would expel an undetermined 
□umber of Libyan residents fol- 
lowing fee EC decision. 

An Italian Foreign Ministry 
source said feat Italy was pre- 
paring measures to restrict fee 
number of Libyans in the country 
as well as cutting staff in Italy's 
embassy to Tripoli. 

Greece, however, has distanced 
itself from its EC partner’s moves. 
Prime Minister Andreas Pap- 
andreou said Wednesday he bad 
seen no evidence of Libyan inv- 
olvement in guerrilla attacks. 

He told fee Greek parliament 
feat Greece would therefore not 
immediately implement the EC 
decision to curb the activities of 
Libyan missions on its soil. 

European governments were 
also stepping up security and clo- 
sely monitoring Libyan envoys in 
feeir capitals. 

Tanks and armoured cars pat- 
rolled London’s Heathrow air- 
port. Police last Thursday found a 
bomb in luggage about to be car- 
ried on to an El Al Israeli airliner. 

A scheduled Libyan Arab Air- 
lines flight from Tripoli to London 
and back on Wednesday was can- 
celled- 

West Germany and the United 
States say a bomb attack on April 
5 on a West Berlin discotheque 
frequented tty US. servicemen 
was staged wife the help of fee 
Libyan mission in East Berlin. 

In The Hague. U.S. Attorney- 
General Edwin Meese met com- 
munity leaders for talks on legal 
ways of combating guerrilla vio- 
lence. fee Dutch Justice Ministry 
said. Mr. Meese flew in on the eve 
of a gathering of EC justice and 
interior ministers to review feeir 
cooperation against guerrillas. 

The official Libyan news ageqcy 
JANA reported earfibr on Wed- 


nesday that three cruisers of fee 
Soviet naval fleet based in the 
Mediterranean were calling at 
Libyan ports in fee wake of the 
U.S. air raids. 

The United States said fee raids 
were virtually flawless. 

But military analysts in Was- 
hington —pointing to civilian dea- 
ths, missed targets, jet mal- 
functions and unexploded bombs 
— say the operation went badly 
awry. 

Several Middle East analysts 
agreed, saying the raid had pro- 
voked protests in Western Europe 
and depots about America’s mil- 
itary competence as well as its eth- 
ics. 

France’s new right-wing gov- 
ernment approved wide-r angin g 
plans to crack down on guemlla 
violence' and crime but made no 
immediate move to'join its EC 
partners in acting against Libyans 
in fee country. 

Government spokesman Alain 
Juppe said after a weekly cabinet 
meeting to draw up guidelines on a 
new policy on law-and-order feat 
“the fight against crime and ter- 
rorism is a top priority for the gov- 
ernment.” 

But asked whether France 
would enforce fee EC decision to 
restrict fee size of Libyan dip- 
lo malic missions and movement of 
feeir personnel. Juppe said: “Fra- 
nce will apply fee common dec- 
ision as soon as the situation is 
clarified." He would not ela- 
borate. ’ 

French Defence Minister 
Andre Giraud denied a report feat 
U.S. bombers had flown across 
French territory on feeir way to 
bomb Libya last week in defiance 
of France’s refusal to grant them 
overflying rights. 

. “I am certain feat American 
planes did not overfly French ter- 
ritory, ” Mr. Giraud said in res- 
ponse to reporters' questions after 
Wednesday'sweekly cabinet mee- 
ting. 

The satirical weekly Le Canard 
Enchaine earlier quoted well- 
informed French officers as saying 
feat the F-l 1 1 bombers flew over 
fee Pyrenees mountains, which 
from fee border between France 
and Spain, and could have slipped 
past radar tracking stations (See 
page 2). 

In Moscow about 150 Soviets 
demonstrated on Wednesday with 
anti- American chants and ban- 
ners across from fee U.S. emb- 
assy. a day after American off- 
icials complained about an inc- 
ident during a similar protest Tue- 
sday. 

The demonstrators held ban- 
ners protesting the U.S. attack on 
Libya and U.S. nuclear tests and 
chanted to fee prompting of lea- 
ders using megaphones. 

On Tuesday, the embassy com- 
plained to the Foreign Ministry 
feat protesters were allowed to 
interfere wife access to fee emb- 
assy building. 

The demonstrators, most of 
them Soviets, stayed primarily 


across a broad avenue from, (he 
embassy on Tuesday. But two 
groups crossed fee street and 
stood in front of the building, wav- 
ing feeir fists and chanting slo- 
gans. 

In Bangkok. Soviet Deputy 
Foreign Minister Mikhail Kapitsa 
said fee U.S. lost five planes in its 
raids against Libya, not one as 
reported by Washington. 

Mr. Kapitsa told a press con- 
ference two of fee planes shot 
down were F-l 11s based in Bri- 
tain and fee other three carrier- 
based fighters “which went into 
fee sea as welL” 

He said the U JS. was trying to 
cover up its losses but the Soviet 
Uaton through “national tec- 
hnical means" had been able to 
verify the crash of fee planes. He 
refused to give other details. 

A Soviet Foreign Ministry spo- 
kesman made fee same statement 
in Moscow on Tuesday. The U.S. 
denied the claim. 

Mr. Kapitsa also praised Tha- 
iland for its “wisdom and ind- 
ependence” in voting for a United 
Nations Security Council res- 
olution condemning the U.S. air 
strike on Libya. 

“The government of Thailand 
took a very serious independent 
stance. It is a demonstration of 
wisdom and independence.” Mr. 
Kapitsa said. 

Several newspapers in fee Gulf 
region on Wednesday criticised 
the triple veto by the United Sta- 
tes. Britain and France of fee Sec- 
urity Council resolution. 

In Washington. State Dep- 
artment spokesman Bernard Kalb 
said fee United States was “deeply 
disappointed” that Thailand 
voted in support of fee resolution. 

“We are deeply disappointed 
feat an old and trusted friend such 
as Thailand chose to vote for a 
resolution which, turning logic on 
its bead, condemned the United 
States for a legitimate act of self- 
defence against a Libyan terrorist 
act which was. not condemned,” 
the spokesman declared. "The 
source of the problem is Libyan 
actions, not U-S. actions.” 

“We made our views known to 
fee Royal Thai government and 
asked for their support on this 
issue of vital importance to us. 
Thailand chose to vote against 
us,” he said. ’’We have made the 
Thai government aware of our 
disappointment, and beyond that 
I’m not going to speculate.” 

Thailand provided fee vital 
ninth vote that would have carried 
fee Security Council vote con- 
demning fee U.S. raid on Libya 
had it not been vetoed. 

Deputy Secretary of State John 
Whitehead told fee House of Rep- 
resentatives Foreign Affairs 
Committee he found Thailand’s 
vote “particularly reprehensible” 
in view of its close ties wife fee 
United States. 

A large group of U.S. Con- 
gressmen have sent letters pra- 
ising . Mrs. Thatcher for coo- 
perating in fee U.S. raid and con- 
demning President Mitterrand 


for denying use of French air 
space. 

In London, the British gov- 
ernment clarified potentially 
embarrassing remarks by Mis. 
Thatcher that implied she had no 
veto over the use of U.S. nuclear 
missiles based in Britain. 

Hie remarks came in a question 
and answer session in the House of 
Commons on Tuesday when Mrs. 
Thatcher was asked about the all- 
eged use of anti-personnel cluster 
bombs by fee U.S. planes that att- 
acked Libya. 

She said Britain had set down 
precise criteria before giving per- 
mission for U.S. planes to fly from 
British bases for the bombing mis- 
sion. But it was up to the United 
States to use the weapons nec- 
essary to secure its objectives. 

Pressed by an opposition Lab- 
our parliamentarian to say whe- 
ther this extended to nuclear wea- 
pons, Mrs: Thatcher said: “The 
precise method the United States 
used is a matter for fee United 
States.” 

Thatcher aides said on Wed- 
nesday the prime minister had 
“missed the reference" to nuclear 
weapons iu fee usual noisy atm- 
osphere of the twice-weekly que- 
stion session. 

Public concern was expressed 
last week, following the Libya 
raids, about fee extent of British 
government control over U.S. for- 
ces based in Britain. Opinion polls 
showed more than two-thirds of 
Britons opposed Mrs. Thatcher’s 
decision to allow British bases to 
be used. 

The government has con- 
sistently refused to reveal details 
of confidential agreements feat 
since the 1950s have governed fee 
use of U.S. bases and their con- 
ventional and nucle ar weaponry. 

Senate panel votes 

against arms sales 

l Continued from page 1) 
objections to administration arms 
deals wife most Arab nations. 

Last September, the adm- 
inistration dropped plans to sell 
Saudi Arabia new top-of-the-line 
IMS fighters and last month ind- 
efinitely postponed plans to sell 
Jordan up to Si .9 bilfion worth of 
advanced planes and weaponry. 

“I assume we're headed tow- 
ards a (presidential) veto and an 
attempt to override that veto,” 
Assistant Secretary of State Ric- 
hard Murphy said Tuesday, sho- 
rtly after fee sub-committee made 
its recommendation by voice vote. 

Only the chairman. Rep- 
resentative Lee Hamilton, was 
heard to vote no on the legislation 
to reject fee sale. 

Mr. Murphy testified that the 
sale was essential to protect U.S. 
security interests in fee Gulf and 
i° Possfoie aggression by 
™ by fee expansion of its war 
wife Iraq. 

That s why we pushed fee ^, ! j 
at this time,” Mr. Muiphy said. 
It sdireefly tied to fee crescendo 
of threats out of Tehran against 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait” 
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Expo 86 appears headed for successful six-month run 


VANCOUVER (R) - When Bri- 
.tarn’s Prince Charles and Princess 
Diana officially open Expo 86 
here on May 2, they will launch 
what organisers are confidently 
describing as one of die major int- 
ernational events In North Ame- 
rica this century. 

Indeed, the $1.5 billion tra- 
nsportation and communications 
fair with the the me‘*World in mot- 
ion — World in touch” does app- 
ear headed for a successful six- 
month run in this Canarifaq port 
city, which is celebrating its 100th 
birthday. 

Superpower rivalry will abo- 
und, with the Soviet Unjpn, rtiina 
and the United States making 
theirfirst appearance together at a 
North American fair. Both the 
United States and the Soviet 
Union are devoting almost all of. 
their pavffions to showcasing ach- 
ievements in manned space fligh t 

The competition for exhibition 
space has been intense and a Mal- 
aysian delegation which was late 
filing its application may end up 
locating its pavilion on a nearby 


barge. 

“We an sold out,” says James 
Pattisotl, president and chair man 
of Expo 86 Coip. “We can’t find 
space for another food cart on that 



An estimated 15 millio n people 
are expected to visit the pic- 
turesque 173-acre site along the 
waterfront with the snow-capped 
Rocky mountains as a backdrop. 
The successful $100 million sales 
effort is believed to be the largest 
marketing cam paign ever on the 
continent. 

Besides the future king and 
queen of Britain, expected visitors 
include British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher, US. Vice 
President George Bush, a high- 
level Chinese delegation and roy- 
alty from Japan. The names of the 
Japanese visitors have not yet 
been announced. 

Expo 86 is a “special category" 
fair at which the host nation leases 
prefabricated structures to foreign 
countries and the theme is limited. 
The result is a proliferation of' 
modular rectangles to house 54 
foreign exhibitors. 

The Soviet pavilion will be the 
largest of the 39 international ins- 
tallations. It will celebrate that 
country's pioneering role in space 
with 15-metre statue of cos- 
monaut Yuri Gagarin, who bec- 
ame the first man in space in April 
1961. 

The highlight of the exhibition 
will be a duplicate of the Soyuz- 
Salyut space station now orbiting 
the earth. While it has never been 
launched, the 33-metre long str- 
ucture is 1 ‘the real thing ,” said pav- 
ilion representative Michael Smi- 
rnov. 

He said the Soviets spent $1 .7 


million of their $5 million Expo 
budget just to ship it to Van- 
couver. 

The United States decided last 
summer to scrap plans to display 
one of the space shuttles. Ent- 
erprise, because of the $2.6 mil- 
lion cost of refurbishing and tra- 
nsporting it to Canada’s west 
coast 

I ns tead , the Americans will spo- 
tlight their space expertise in a ser- 
ies of scale models. 


One section of the pavilion will 
be devoted to heroes of the space 
programme, including the seven 
astronauts lulled in the Challenger 
shuttle disaster in January. 

Another area will focus on spa- 
cecraft while a third will feature 
the shuttle and preparations for a 
launch. Butthe centrepiece will be 
a dramatic outer-space diorama 
with a scale model of the proposed 
UJS. space station. 

"This is one thing people will 
remember most vividly,” said U.S. 

exhibits director James Ogul. 
"They walk right out onto a pla- 
tform. as if they are on a shuttle 
about to dock with the space sta- 
tion.” 

For their part.the Chinese, still 
relatively new to world exp- 
ositions, will have less to sell and 
more to see than in past app- 
earances. 

The exhibits will range from 
bricks that came from the Great 
Wall to a model of a ship used by 
navigator Cheng Ho, who made 
seven epic voyages to the west in 
the 15th century. 

Ultimately, die visitors will 
determine the hits of the fair and 
there is no shortage of candidates. 
They range from a snakelike con- 



A panoramic view of downtown Vancouver and the 
main EXPO site (foreground) on False Creek with 

opportunities for job and inv- 


ents highway encrusted with 200 
vmtage vehicles to a train that lev- 
itates above its track. 

Almost all exhibitors will con- 
centrate on the fair’s tra- 
nsportation and communications 
theme and few are confusing Expo 
86 as a trade show. 

The Japanese pavOioa. for 
example, instead of presenting 
displays of cars and electronic 
consumer goods, will present a 
detailed model of a coastal city of 
the future with 5,000 moving pie- 
ces. 

But the overall message that 
Expo 86 wOl deliver is that tec- 
hnology cannot solve all the 


estment. 

Premier BO I Bennett has enc- 
ountered tough criticism over the 
eviction of low-income tenants 
from rooming houses in the city 
centre to create more hotel space 
for tourists. 

Yet the fair is expected to give 
the province a shot of confidence 
— despite the anticipated $400 
mil Bon deficit from the cost of sta- 
ges it. 

It will put Vancouver on the 
map for half a year and is likely to 
lead to the end of the city’s rep- 
lication as an unknown lotasland 
behind the mountains. 


Canada Place jutting into the harbour in Burrard 
Inlet. 

world’s problems, in itself a break 
with the tradition that world* s fairs 
offer rosy visions of the future. 

Highway 86, a $4.5 million scu- 
lpture carrying more than 200 
vehicles fro m the past, is described 
by James Wines, the New York 
City architect who designed it, as. 
"an archaeological dig of the fut- 
ure.” 

“It is a double-edged piece. It 
raises the prospect of technology 
out of control,” Wines said. 

The host province of British 
Columbia is counting on Expo 86 
to lift the local resource-based 
econo my out of the lagging effects 
of the recession and to create new 



The EXPO Centre draws visitors night and day. 


Hie Canadian pavilion unfinis its sails in welcome. 


Supertanker now seen as ‘white elephant’, its day done 


By Robert Trantman 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — Hie sup- 
ertanker — a quarter-mile long 
behemoth that dwarfed warships 
and epitomised the power of oil — 
is vanishing from the oceans. 

Touted as the ship of the future 
a few years ago, with capacities 
■ranging from 160,000 to 400,000 
tonnes, the huge tankers ruled the 
seas between oil fields in the Gulf 
and refine. ics everywhere — lum- 
bering hulks, often steered by aut- 
opilot, that made other vessels 
scoot for safety and gave euv- . 
iron men taiists nightmare visions 
of colossal ofl spills. 

Now, radical changes in the 
economics and geography of the 
oO market have rendered the great 
ships obsolete. 

Vessels that cost $50 million to 
build are going to the wreckers of 
Taiwan — chief graveyard for 
unwanted tankers — to be pou- 
nded into $5 million worth of 
scrap. 

Some are also being "down- 
sized,” with chunks cut from their 
midsections to reduce length. 

“Hiey turned out to be white 


elephants,” says Arthur McK- 
enzie, a New York shipping ana- 
lyst, writer and lecturer. 

The U.S. maritime adm- 
inistration says there are now 51 8 
tankers of over 200,000 tonnes 
deadweight afloat worldwide, but 
an estimated 90 per cent of them 
are idle. 

Another 23 are in the process of 
being scrapped, it says. 

Officials at the Exxon Cor- 
poration, a major supertanker 
owner, say the size of their fleet 
peaked in 1978, when it sailed 
173 mil S on cargo tonnes of 
oomapny -owned ships. Today the 
figure is only 9.7 million tonnes. 

Some of the ships function as 
costly floating warehouses for 
unsold ofl. Some are bobbing at 
ports worldwide, unused. 

A spokesman for the Chevron 
Company said that of Chevron’s 
four “ultra-large’' tankers — 
those with over 320,000 tonnes 
capacity — one is hauling oil, one 
is being used for storage off the 
African coast and two are laid up 
in the East Indies. 

Of Chevron’s 15 “very large” 
crude carriers — 160,000 to 
320,000 tonnes — eight are wor- 


sup- 


king and seven are laid up. 

Chevron scrapped six 
ertankers last year. 

Specialists in the field say the 
supertanker construction boom of 
the 1970s was spurred by the 
then -growing demand for ofl — 
with extra pressure applied by the 
Arab embargo of 1973-74 — and 
by the need at that time to ship 
great quantities over long dis- 
tances. 

The thinking then was, “big is 
best.” 

The sheer size of the new ships 
— the biggest more than qua- 
drupled the 90,000 tonne 
loaded -displacement of the air- 
craft carrier Enterprise, the 
world's largest warship — created 
navigation-hazard and pollution 
problems. 

Environmentalists feared the 
leviathans would aggravate the 
modem problem of oil spills and 
their worries were occasionally 
borne out One at the worst spills 
ever occurred when the Amoco 
Cadiz ran aground of France in 
1978, dumping 223,000 tonnes of 
oil into coastal waters. 

The turning point of the sup- 


ertanker era came when the Org- 
anisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) steadily raised 
the price of ofl until it reached 
about $35 a barrel last year, cut- 
ting demand for the OPEC pro- 
duct and the huge ships needed to 
transport it. 

The world reacted* to the esc- 
alating prices with conservation 
and 'also with intensive efforts to 
find and pump ofl from new or 
previously uneconomic sources — 
in the North Sea, Mexico, Alaska 
and Indonesia. 

Specialists say recent reductions 
in oil prices, to under $15 a barrel, 
will Likely spur oil and petrol con- 
sumption. 

But as for shipping capacity, 
they say, the gap between tonnage 
needed and tonnage afloat is not 
likely to be dosed for years to 
come. 

In any case, the experts add, the 
nature of the transportation of oil 
has probably changed per- 
manently. 

The main new sources of ofl in 
the North Sea, Mexico, Indonesia 
and Alaska have one thing in 
common — they are in dose pro- 


ximity to consumers, making red- 
undant the giant tankers once 
needed to haul oil over long dis- 
tances. 

In addition, ofl industry analysts 
say, more producers now refine ofl 
on-site and move it as ofl product, 
further cuttting the need for the 
crude carriers. 


foe Middle East to U.S. and Eur- 
opean markets, further dooming 
the giant tankers mice needed for 
the long haul round foe Cape of 
Good Hope. 


Randa Habib’s 

-■ ■ - Comer 


For Your Information... 


PRICES of so many things went up lately injordan without any 
public announcement from the government informing citizens 
about such raises. 

As an example, the import licence is still officially four per cent. 
In fact, as I w as tol d by people in the business sector, it went up to 
five per cent, without any official announcement being made. * 

Fees for registration ami licensing of cars also went up between 
65 to 120 per cent. Quite a raise. But again no public warning. 

In fact, people who were renewing their cars' annual reg- 
istration were taken by complete surprise to discover that they had 
to pay, in the case of small car owners. 65 per cent more than what 
they paid last year. 

While, for example, this person was accustomed to pay JD 22 
every year for the registration of her car, this year she M to pay 
JD 36. This is in the case of four-cylinder cars. 

As for six-cylinder cars, the fees went up from JD 50.6 to JD 
113, almost 120 per cent more. 

But this is not all. The registration and licensing tax on a new car 
went also up. For example, in the case of a 2000 cc car the tax went 
tqtfromJD 173 to JD 238.5, while for cars from 2000 cc to 2800 cc 
the tax was raised from JD 333 to JD 360.5. As for cars with an 
engine capacity of over 2800 cc foe fees went up from JD 400 to JD 
615. 

The point I want to make is that taxes go up all over the world. It 
is (he responsibility and authority of the government to find ways to 
raise funds. But why should people be kept in the dark? People 
have foe right to know in advance what are they expected to puj- or 
else how could they manage their home budgets and spending? 


Danes develop dynamic 
new windpower industry 


By Christopher Follett 

Reuter 


COPENHAGEN — Windmills, 
one of foe most ancieor sources of 
energy known to man. have found 
new Life through modem tec- 
hnology in low-lying -Denmark, 
where they are helping to cut foe 
national energy bill and earn val- 
uable foreign currency. 

By harnessing wind, one of the 
country's few natural resources, 
Denmark has established a fast- 
growing windmill industry which 
exports over 90 per cent of its pro- 
duction. 

Typical of most industry in 
Denmark, windmill production is 
carried out by small, specialist, 
labour-intensive units. 

Some 20 Danish firms build 
windmills and the turbines they 
use, and only five produce them 
on any major scale. Nonetheless, 
Denmark is a leading world pro- 
ducer. with an output of 2 .500 last 
year. 

Laws providing direct state fin- 
ancial support for investment in 
windpower sparked foe Danish 
windmill boom in 1979. Since 
then some 1 ,400 new mills have 
been erected in Denmark alone, 
from small farm units upwards. 

In 1 985. these generated 40 mil- 
lion kflowatt hours of power, one 
per cent of foe country’s total ene- 
rgy requirements. 

The export performance of 
Denmark’s new industry has been 
particularly impressive, notably to 
foe United States where exports 
totalled two billion crowns ($226 
mil Bon) last year, and similar sales 
are confidently expected this year. 

The top Danish windmill pro- 
ducers have concentrated on foe 
fast-expanding Californian mar- 
ket, where a new windfarm boom 
fuelled by generous tax credits has 


boosted Denmark’s exports. 

"Over a third of the 15.000 
windmills currently operating in 
California are Danish and we int- 
end to increase our market share 
to 45 per cent this year,” the man- 
aging director of one leading com- 
pany said. “Denmark’s native tra- 
ding instinct has created a major 
new export industry." 

Faced with growing com- 
petition from foe Netherlands and 
increasingly stagnant home dem- 
and, Danish windmill- makers are 
now turning to new markets in 
windswept countries with big ene- 
rgy needs and limited currency to 
import fuels. 

Two Danish wind turbines have 
been installed in foe Cape Venie 
islands of West Africa as part of a 
joint Danish-United Nations dev- 
elopment aid programme. Danish 
windpower research and fea- 
sibility projects have also begun in 
India, with an eye to potential 
export markets there. 

“There are vast wind resources 
to be tapped along the entire Eur- 
opean Atlantic coast as well as in 
foe Mediterranean and China” 
one manufacturer said. 

The latest development in 
Denmark is offshore wind farms, 
foe first of which was built in the 
town ok^beltoft. East Jutland, 
last year using 16 windmills loc- 
ated along a specially constructed 
seafront mole. The installation 
now produces an impressive 13 
per cent of local electricity needs. 

Onshore windmill parks, of 
which there are six in operation in 
Denmark, are also expanding. A 
new 35-mill project, foe country’s 
biggest to date, is planned in 
windswept West Jutland, where 
there are constant average winds 
of five meterspersecond ( 1 1 miles 
an hour) all year round. 


Also, shippers found that sma- 
ller tankers could serve a wider 
range of ports, many of which are 
too small to accommodate the 
giants. 

At the same time, the United 
States, long a major market for 
Middle East ofl. has shifted to gre- 
ater use of nearby Mexican and 
Canadian oil. 


Sharping analyst McKenzie said 
one tanker sailing back and forth 
between Mexico and America can 
cany 1 2 times as much ofl in a year 
as the same ship on a UJS-Mkkfle 
East run. 

“The big ships are locked into 
foe Middle East run — and the 
ports that can handle them,” he 
said. 

He added that recent imp- 
rove meats in the Suez Canal made 
it a cheaper way to ship oil from 


Saudi costumes dazzle Washington 


By Joanne L. Nix 


WASHINGTON — Now, the 
general public in foe Washington 
area can enjoy some of Saudi 
Arabia's most prized art works, 
which formerly were on view at 
the Saudi e mbassy only for invited 
guests. 

On April 3, the Saudi embassy 
invited representatives of foe 
Textile Museum of Washington to 
select 23 traditional Bedouin 
^costumes for a display at foe 
mncpjim l entitled "Traditional 
Costumes of Sandi Arabia." The 

exhibition is open to the public for 

a four-week period. 

The costumes, as well as 
Arabian handicarft items, were 
presented to Washington at a 
reception atfoe embassy given last 
month by the Sandi ambassador to 
the United States, Prince Bandar 
Bin Sultan. 

77 costumes were shown at foe 
ambassador’s reception and 
5 fashion show; 23 were chosen for 
foe Textfle Museum display. 

The garments reflect the 
tradition of a culture centred at 
the crossroads of threfe continents. 


From foe deep blue-black indigos 
and reds of Bedouin dress to the 
sumptuous silks of the central and 
eastern coastal regions, traditional 
costumes of men, women and 
children are on view. 

Alfred Hillman, foe president 
of a film company based in 
Washington, was invited to 
videotape foe proceedings. His 
crew used four cameras during the 
fashion show portion of the 
reception to film the proceedings. 
Hillman’s company produced a 
15 -minute tape from more than 
four hours of material. The 
videotape runs continuously in 
conjunction with the Textile 
Museum exhibition. Included are 
hi g hli g hts from the reception 
interspersed with slides of Saudi 
traditional life and modern 
technological and medical 
achievements and urban 
development 

Hillman said he had worked 
closely with Saudis in Washington 
to prepare foe show at the 
embassy. According to foe film 
producer,, even though the 
technical demands of modem 
Saudi society have changed the 


Bedouin way of life, he was 
convinced that “the Saudis seem 
to be makmg a concentrated effort 
to preserve the crafts and customs 
of foe vanishing culture.” Hillm an 
said that his experience with the 
Saudis had whetted his interest in 
foe Middle East and he hoped he 
would soon have an opportunity 
to visit that area erf the world. 

Joan Wessel, the Textile 
Museum's public relations 
director, raid that most of the 
costumes are privately aymed. 
Many of them were brought to the 
United States by the ambassador 
and his wife, Princess Haifa bint 
Faisal, youngest daughter of the 
late King Faisal. Wessel reported 
that the princess is deeply 
interested in Saudi costume attire 
and one day hopes to collect all the 
old costumes and display them in a 
museum in Saudi Arabia. 

According to Wessel, the 
Textile Museum wag fortunate to 
have a spare gallery when foe 
prioress extended-the invitation to 
exhflias the costumes. ‘ This is one 
of foe best times of year tot 
tourists to visit Washington,” she 
said, “because it is also the time of 


our cherry blossom festival which 
attracts visitors from all over the 
world.” 

She said the Museum is 
enthusiastic about any fine 
collection of textile-oriented art 
that is offered to it by collectors. 
“This is just foe sort of thing we 
support and are anxious to show 
the public” foe said. “Princess 
Haifa provided us with a 
wonderful opportunity because 
we had a gallery free.” 

She revealed that the Textile 
Museum was so eager to publicise 
foe exhibit thatit saafbrochuresto 
a number of higir schools and 
colleges in foe area'. “We hoped 
that we could encourage a high 
school audience and teachers to 
come in .because its an interesting 
show which illustrates how Middle 
Easterners dressed until very 
recently.” She said that visitor 
are interested to learn that on 
special occasions in the Arab 
World, similar costumes are still 
worn. 

Pamela Kessler of the 


Washington Post interviewed am 
information officer at the Sautff 


embassy about Arab dress in 


Saudi Arabia today. According to 
foe spokesperson, the ornate, 
sequined costumes are now an 
unusual sight in Saudi Arabia, but 
they still endure. The 
spokesperson explained that 
Saudi women continue to attend 
parties wearing long floral thobes, 
made from whatever material they 
wish. But the dresses made today 
are not as elaborate, she said, and 
there is practically no hand work 
'any more apart from foe gowns 
with sequins. 

The most sumptuous and 
elaborate costumes are from the 
central plain of foe country, home 
of Riyadh. The most elaborate are 
wedding dresses which are 
receiving the most “oohs and 
ahhs” from awestruck museum 
visitors. These are foe gowns worn 
by foe bride, her attendants and 
wedding guests at foe festivities 
given by foe groom's father. 

The two wedding dresses on 
display were handmade during the 
1930’s. On one, foe crossed 
swords of Saudi Arabia are 
represented on the dress and the 
hood in a dense pattern of sequins 
and gold thrpad.,— U.S. I A 
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and PRO SEMA from Span 
in cooperation with the Spanish Embassy 


invite you 
to the 




SPANISH 


G4SfPCNOir 


WEEP 


May 3-8, 1986 at the Ambassadors 
Lunch: 1:00 pjn. daily except May 3 -Dinner: 8:00p.m. daily 


Join us for a lavish feast of Spanish culinary delights created and prepared 
by our Chefs from Spain and enjoy the famous Flamenco, Sevillanas and Fandango 
performed by the renown Spanish Fotkloric Group "LOS TRIANA’.’ 


Tickets are available at JD 6.500 per person. 

For reservations please call Holiday Inn Amman, Tel. 663100 Ext. 3171 or 3147 


,s\ Two round - trip tickets to 
Madrid courtesy of ALIA, 
The Royal Jordanian Airline & two days complimentary 
accommodation at Holiday Inn Madrid ! 


Sponsored by: 
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SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — Efforts to open the 
Olympic Games to all athletes, professional and 
amateur, were set back Wednesday when the 
world’s national Olympic bodies decided the issue 
needed more study. 


The Aissocbtion of National 
Olympic Committees t ANOC) 
said there was no rush in dealing 
with the situation, which one del- 
egation remarked had been aro- 
und for at least 50 years. 

The association's president; 
Mario Vasquez Rana of Mexico, 
also sakJ he had been promised by 
International Olympic Committee 
President Juan Antonio Sam- 
aranch that the issue would not 
come up for OIC review until “he 
hears from all of us." 

But the issue of who should be 
eligible for Olympic medals still 
may come up before the OIC this 
falL Michele Verdier. an IOC 
spokeswoman, said she was cer- 
tain the issue would be on the age- 
nda for the Oct. 12- 17 meetings in 
Lausanne. Switzerland, even tho- 
ugh acticn might then be deferred. 

At issue is the Athletes' Code, a 
proposal to give the power to det- 
ermine eligibility for the Games to 
the international federations that 
govern 28 Olympic sports. 

Led by the Soviet Union, the 
majority" of the more-than 650 
delegates at the ANOC general 
assembly blasted the plan as sel- 
ling out the Olympics to com- 
mercial interests and depriving 
Third World nations of any chance 
at Olympic medals. 

“ We cannot accept these people 
leading us off the fine avenues of 
Olympism onto the backstreets of. 
commercialism." Marat Gromov, 
president of Soviet Olympic 
Committee, said. 

Eastern Bloc countries lined up 
solidly behind Gramov's lead. But 
the opposition to the code came 
from Western nations as well. 

“I am not going to betray Cou- 
bertin." Nelson Paillou. president 
of the French National Olympic 
Committee, said in reference to 
the Parisian who 94 years ago cal- 
led for a resumption of the Oly- 
mpics to glorify amateur athletes. 


“This is a complete aggression 
on the basic principles of Oly- 
mpism." German Rieckeboff. 
president of the Puerto Rico Oly- 
mpic Committee, said. 

Kevin Gosper, president of the 
Australian Olympic Federation, 
said the proposed code "goes too 
far too quickly." 

“It would introduce two classes 
of athletes, two classes of sport, 
two classes of countries, two cla- 
sses of regions." Gosper said. “If 
our movement goes to open com- 
petition, we might as well pack up 
our Olympic ideal bags and go 
home." 

Of 23 speakers at the 
afternoon-long debate, only two 
spoke in favour of the code. Both 
said it was time to bring Olympic 
eligibility up-to-date. 

Britain's Charles Palmer said 
the current eligibility rules for the 
games were drawn up “when we 
had ‘players' and ‘gentlemen’ 

“I have heard reactionary sta- 
tements against a small rev- 
olution." Palmer said. “It has sou- 
nded more like a United'Nations’ 
meeting than a discussion of 
sports. I am fed up with the hyp- 
ocrisy." 

A statement from the New Zea- 
land Olympic Association said the 
debate on allowing out-and-out 
pros into the Olympics was “10 
years late at least." 

“Fifty years ago we were dis- 
cussing the same subject." New 
Zealand said. “Then, it was Jim 
Thorpe." 

The US. Olympic Committee 
stayed out of the debate. . 

USOC President Robert Hel- 
raick had indicated displeasure 
earlier with giving the int- 
ernational federations power over 
eligibility requirements. 

At one point in the debate, the 
USOC asked to be recognised. 
But when the microphone was 
turned on. George Miller, the 


USOC s secretary general, said 
only: “The United States defers 
comment at this time." 

Vasquez Rana said he would 
name members of the panel that 
will conduct the study when the 
ANOC meeting resumes Thu- 
rsday. 

He also said that the world's 
Olympic committees must I earn to 
live with commercialism without 
becoming subserviant to iL 

“If we completely check it. we 
will not have the means we need," 
he said. *Trn not for free-for-all 
commercialisation, but we can 
have control led com- 
mercialisation." 


SPORTS SN BRIEF 


NEW YORK ( AP) —The Detroit 
Tigers lost a game to the Boston 
Red Sox Tuesday night, and also 
lost right fielder Kirk Gibson, for 
four to six weeks with severely 
sprained ligaments in his left 
ankle. 

Tiger pitcher Jack Morris. 2-2, 
yielded home runs in the first five 
innings to Don Baylor, Rich 
Gedrnan and Tony Armas that 
powered the Red Sox to a 6-4 vic- 
tory. 

In the second inning . Gibson 
hurt his ankl e hustling back to first 
base on a pickoff attempt. 

"The bag seemed soft to me. It 
seemed I slipped when I stepped 
on it," Gibson said. 

. Elsewhere in the American 
League it was. Chicago 5. Mil- 
waukee 4; Baltimore 5. G eve laud 
2 ; Tolas 1 0, Toronto 1 ; New York 
5, Kansas City 1; California 5. 
Oakland 1 ; and Minnesota 7. Sea- 
ttle 1. 


Yankees 5, Royals 1 

New York rookie Bob Tew- 
ksbury allowed five hits over 7 1/3 
innings as the Yankees beat Kan- 
sas City in a game interrupted by. 
an eighth-inning brawl. 


Beckenbauer still searching 


BONN (R) — West German national manager Franz Bec- 
kenbauer said in an interview published that he bad still not found 
his best team for the Mexico World Cup finals which start next 
month and that he would go on experimenting. Beckenbauer told 
playboy magazine: “We haven’t found the right line-up even 
though we’ve been trying and testing for the last year. We must 
experiment up to the last minute." The manager said his main 
problem was finding a central figure in midfield . Observers say his 
regular midfield general Felix Magath has often disappointed and 
the nwst obvious alternative, 19-year-old OlafThon. does not yet 
seem mature enough for the job. 

Borg signs up as ‘tourist ambassador 9 

VIS BY, Sweden ( AP) — The Swedish Tourist Board has enlisted 
Bjorn Borg and other sports stars in an effort to get more visitors 
and counter the effects of terrorism which have made bookings for 
Europe, especially American, drop sharply in recent months. 
Borg, now a 30-year-old businessman, left for athree-week visit 
to Japan Tuesday with a dual mission. He will play American star 
Jimmy Connors in a couple of exhibitions and an invitation tou- 
rnament but wDI also pursue his new career as “tourist amb- 
assador." chiefly at a function for the Swedish Tourist Board in 
Tokyo April 25. Bjorn, who brings to Japan his wife Janrnke and 
their 7-month-old son Robin on a first family trip abroad, says he 
loves his new life. 

Khan continues dominance of squash 

LONDON ( R) — Pakistan's Jahangir Khan completed five years 
of undefeated international competition Tuesday when he beat 
New Zealander Ross Norman 9-6. 9-4. 9-6 to win his fifth British 
Open squash title. Jahangir, whose last defeat was to Australian 
Geoff Hunt in the 1981 finals here, recorded his eighth win in 
major tournaments finals over the 27-year-old New Zealander 
this year. 


Bordeaux ends PSG’s hopes 


PARIS ( R) — Bordeaux qualified 
for the French Cup final Tuesday: 
ending Paris Saint-Germain's 
dreams of a league and cup dou- 
ble. 

Bordeaux won their semifinal 
second leg 2-1 at home after a 1-1 
draw in Paris last Tuesday. They 
will meet Marseilles in the final on 
April 30 at Parc Des Princes in 
Paris. 

Marseilles won their home leg 
against Rennes 1-0 and Tuesday 
held theiropponentstoa 1-1 draw 
at Rennes. 

Bordeaux, last year's league 
champions, went ahead of PSG in 
the first minute through ex- West 
German striker Uwe Reinders. 

PSG, who should tie up the lea- 
gue title in their final match on 
Friday against bottom- 
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VILLA TO LET IN SHMEISANI 
50 yards from the French School 

1. Ground floor of 275 sq. metres consisting of 3 bedrooms, 
office room and accessories. 

2. Fully-furnished ground floor consisting of one/two bed- 
rooms and accessories. 

Both floors include separate telephones, central heatinq and 
private garden. 

For information, please contact Sami at 665804, or 668464 
all day. Preferential prices are given to small families. 


HAVA ARTS CENTRE 

GOETHE INSTITUTE 

Present 

The Internationa! Magic Show 
— Die Agapis — 

Winner of the highest international prizes 
on Thursday 24/4/86 at 5 p.m. at the Haya Arts Centre.' 



of- the-the -table Basria, equalised 
in the 20th minute through Yug- 
oslav midfielder Safet Susie. 

But the Parisians missed a glo- 
rious opportunity to take the lead 
in the 39th minute when Dom- 
inique Rocheteau drove a penalty 
against the post following a foul on 
Susie by Gemot Rohr. 

Bordeaux struck back with the 
killer blow when midfielder Rene 
Girard headed in off the bar 
moments before half time. 

Jean Tigana played a major role 
in the second half as Bordeaux 
withstood concerted pressure 
from PSG, whose loss denied 
them the longed-for double, not 
achieved since. 1975. 

In the other se mifin al second 
leg; Olvmpique Marseilles, alr- 
eady nine times winners of the 
French Cup. gained another cha- 
nce at the trophy by their agg- 
regate win against Rennes. 

After a frustrating first half. 
Rennes took hope in the 52nd 
minute .with a goal by Gua- 
deloupian attacker Mario Relmy. 

But Marseilles mustered their 
strength and equalised in the 78th 
minute with a goal by Senegalese 
Abdoulaye Diallo. 


HERBALIFE NUTRITIONAL PRODUCTS 


FURNISHED FLATS 

Lose Weight Now 


FOR RENT 

Ask Me How! 


Fully-furnished one bed- 

100% natural, safe and effective 


room and two bedroom flats. 

Slim and Trim Formulas 1-5 


w/w carpet, colour T.V., cen- 
tral heating, telephone. 

30 day programme 


Two locations. Jabal 
Amman, near Fifth Circle 

special introductory price: JD 45 


Contact: Simi Saaoalia 675100 
Hurry... Limited supply only 


and Abdaii area. - 

Phone : 673768, 672842 after 
2 p-m. 



Celtics and 
Bucks reach 
second round 
of playoffs 

NEW YORK l AP) — Kevin 
McHale scored 3 1 points to lead a 
balanced Boston attack as the Cel- 
tics crushed the Chicago Bulls 
1 22- 1 04 Tuesday night and joined 
the Milwaukee Bucks in the sec- 
ond round of the National Bas- 
ketball Association playoffs. 

Boston breezed to its third str- 
aight victory over the Bulls by 
bolding Chicago’s Michael Jordan 
to 19 points. Jordan scored 49 and 
63,1x>ints. respectively, in the first 
two games. 

The Celtics’ second-round foe 
will come horn the Detroit- 
Atlanta series, which was ext- 
ended to a fourth game after the 
homestanding Pistons avoided 
eliminaton by beating the Atlanta 
Hawks 106-97 behind Kelly Tri- 
pucka's 33 points. 

Milwaukee completed a three- 
game sweep of the New Jersey 
Nets with a 118-U3 victory Tue- 
sday night as Terry Cummings 
scored 23 points and Paul Pressey 
22. The Bucks will play a second- 
round series against the winner of 
the Philadelphia- Washington ser- 
ies, which Philadelphia leads 2-1 
after. a 91-86 victory Tuesday 
night. 

Boston 122, Chicago 104 
Boston, which never trailed, got 
23 points from McHale in building 
a 66-52 lead at the half before 
Chicago cut the deficit to 72-61. 
The Celtics answered that mild 
Tally with a 15-0 run to turn the 
game into a rout. 

Danny Ainge finished with 20 
points for the Celtics, Larry Bird 
added 19. Dennis Johnson 16 and 
Robert Parish 15. John Paxson led 
Chicago with 23 points, Dave 
GoTzine bad 22 and Orlando Woo- 
I ridge 14. 

Bucks 118, Nets 113 
New Jersey squandered an 
18-point halftime lead after sco- 
ring a club playoff-record 73 poi- 
nts in the first two periods. Mil- 
waukee outscored the Nets 36-22 
in the third period to draw within 
95-91 after three periods. 

Otis Birdsong paced the Nets 
with 28 points and Buck Williams 
had 25. Each scored 18 points in 
the first half as New Jersey sur- 
passed its previous first-half pla- 
yoff scoring mark of 69 points, set 
in 1979 against Philadelphia and 
tied against the 76ers in 1984. 
Pistons 106. Hawks 97 
Tripucka scored 10 of Detroit' s 
13 points 'as the Pistons pulled 
away from an 18-18 tie to build a 
31-22 advantage after the first 
period and never look back. 

Dominique W likings, who sco- 
red 50 points in Atlanta's 
second-game victory, was held to 
2 1 Tuesday night, only seven after 
intermission. Glenn Rivers had 20 
points for the Hawks. Isiah Tho- 
mas added 20 points for the Pis- 
tons. 

76ers 91 . Bullets 86 
Sedale Threatt scored eight 
points and Julius- Erving and 
Bobby Jones added six apiece dur- 
ing a 26-6 streak that helped Phi- 
ladelphia overcome a 13-point 
Washington lead. 

Washington pulled within 
89-86 with 16 seconds remaining 
following a seven-point streak. 


Werder misses chance, 
title race still wide open 

BONN (R) — A last-minute pen- 
alty miss by Werder Bremen def- 
ender Michaei Kucop in Tue- 
sday's crucial league game with 
Bayern Munich left the race tor 
the West German title open until 
the last match on Saturday. 

Rutzop struck the post from the 
penalty spot after Bayern's Dan- 
ish midfielder Soren Leroy was 
adjudged to have handled in the 
box, allowing Bayern to escape 
from Bremen with 3 goalless draw 
which gives them hope of ret- 
aining their tide. I 

With just one match to play on 
Saturday, Bayern trail by two poi- 
nts but have a better goal dif- 
ference and an easier final game 
when they play Bonissia Moe- 
nchengladbach at home. 

Werder face an awkward jou- 
rney to Stuttgart knowing defeat 
could cost them the title after lea- 
ding the league all season. 

Urged on by a capacity 40.01X1 
crowd. Werder did all the att- 
acking in the first half but were 
denied the lead by a series of mag- 
nificent saves by Bayern's Belgian 
goalkeeper Jean -Marie Pfaff. 

Bu t the Mun ich sides ca rved out 
the better chances in an exciting 
second half and it was Bremen 
goalie Dieter Burdenskfs turn to 
show what a brilliant player he is. 

Werdersenton siar striker Rudi 
Voeller for the last 1 3 minutes, his 
first game after a five-month inj- 
ury lay-off. and the gamble to 
break the deadlock neariv paid 
oft 

The quick-thinking Voeller got 
his foot to a bouncing ball in the 
area and, though television rep- 
lays seemed to show it hit Lerby in 


the dies:, the referee awarded a 
penalty. 

Voeller hadflOt played since he 
received a ser»U" groin injur* 
when fouled by Hwem captain 
Klaus Aucenihak r :n Munich last 
November. 

Augcn thaler, who had pre- 
sented Vocilur uith a bouquet of 
flowers before the game to try to 
atone for his foul, was whistled 
and jeered by the Bremen crowd 
throughout the game. 

The sight of Voeller playing 
with no sign of injury came as a 
great relief to West German soc- 
cer fans, who are pinning most of 
their hopes of World Cup success 
in Me x icn on the wiry striker. 

In another came Tucwi-iy. 
Baver L'erdinccn pulled off a 
shock 2-1 win in Moe- 
nchengladbach in what was their 
fourthgame in seven days to move 
up to fourth and seal a UEFA Cup 
place. 

The other works team of the 
giant chemical firm. Bayer I«cv- 
erkusen. did their chance* of a 
UEFA Cup place no harm, com- 
ing from behind to be.it Stuttgart 
2-1. The winner was scored by 
South Korean striker Chu Bum. 

With Hanover and S.ia- 
rbruecken already relegated, att- 
ention at the foot of the table was 
on the struggle to avoid 1 6th place 
and a play-off with the third team 
from Division Two. 

Borussia Dortmund could only- 
draw 1-1 with Schalke and remain 
in the danger position, though 
UEFA Cup finalists Cologne and 
Nuremberg are only a point 
ahead. 
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Theatre 
Tel =25155 

COCOON 

Winner of three Oscar Awards for 1986 
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Daily at 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 


p.m. 






JEEP FOR SALE 


MANAGER REQUIRED 


SEPARATE FLOOR FOR RENT 

1984 Suzuki Jeep for sale. 
Short chassis. 

Excellent condition. 

JD 1,400. Duty Not Paid. 


RETAIL FOOD STORE REQUIRES 
manager with business and book-keeping experience. 
Excellent spoken and written English and references 
required. 


Three salons, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, separate cen- 
tral heating and telephone. Located in Shmeisani beh- 
ind UTG building. 

Telephone: 604947 (evenings). 


Send resume to: Ms. Pfeifer, P.O. Box 354, Amman. 


Pis. call 662325 


FOR RENT 

Fully-furnished apartment consisting of two bed- 
rooms, livinc^room, "L" shaped hall, large kitchen, tfoo 
bathrooms, central heating and separate telephone. 

Located opposite Shmeisani Bookshop, behind Tam- 
ari's kindergarten. 

For further information please phone 661049 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away b available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

Del 638968 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY 

Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 


m 

j T CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese food 
Friendly service 
Convenient location 

Also take-away service 

Open daily: Noon - 3:30 pjn. & 
6:30 pan. - midnight 

Location. Near 3rd Circle, 
opposite to 
Akliah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 

ABOVE HQMAM 
SUPERMARKET 

Take away service available 

Open daily 11:30 - 3:30 
and 6:30 - 11:00 

AQABA 
Teh 03-314415 












LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One sterling 
One VS. dollar 


1.5245/55 

U.S. dollars 

13925/30 

Canadian dollars 

2.1825/35 

West German marks 

2.4635/50 

Dutch guilders 

13265/80 

Swiss francs 

4433/58 

Belgian francs 

6.9625/75 

French francs 

1497/1498 

Italian lire 

167.10/20 

Japanese yen 

7.0500/50 

Swedish crowns 

6.9600/50 

Norwegian crowns 

8.0640/90 

Danish crowns 

345.75/34625 

VS. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — The market dropped sharply in early business 
and after a brief rally closed at the day’s lows. Dealers said the 
reluctance of buyers to enter the market after the overnight' 
sell-off on Wall Street made for the falls. 

At 1430 GMT the FTSE 100 index was down 27.5 to 1,637.7 
after the day’s high of 1,649.7 at 1020 GMT. 

Harabros PLC made an agreed offer for Hambro Trust, valuing 
its shares at 385p each. Dealers speculated this oouid form part of 
a defence against any potential bidder for the merchaat bank. 
Hambies PLC, suspended on Monday at 303p. reached a high of 
286p after returning from suspension Wednesday morning, and 
closed at 266. 

One dealer with a U.K. stockbroker said, "all the good news 
seems to have dried up... interest rates aren't going to fall for a 
while so there's no real impetus to buy stock at the moment" He 
added that the market had looked ripe for a correction after the 
recent gains on interest rate speculation. 

Govern men t bonds increased opening falls of up to one point to 
as much as ffc points at the close. Dealers said Tuesday’s signal 
fro m the Bank of England that it was unwilling to endorse another 
fail in U.K. interest rates, and overnight declines on U.S. credit 
markets on fears that the Japanese would become oet sellers 
rather than buyers of U.S. bonds, fuelled Wednesday’s trend. 





from the Carroll Rlghter Institute 


FORECAST FOR THURS., APRIL 24, 1980 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Today's foil moon 
aspects give you a big opportunity to work out whatever 
practical problems you have with other people so that 
they will more easily be resolved. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You can get early action 
in whatever monetary interests yon have in mind and 
get good results with them. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) It is less difficult now 
to come to a better understanding with others, especially 
with those whose views have been different. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) If you gamer more data 
concerning your work, you can gain greater benefits 
from your routine activities. 

MOON CHILDREN Hhne 222 to JuL 21)PIan how to 
have more-entertainment during this foil moon and it 
will make you happier. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Handle home affairs in a con- 
fident fashion and improve the situation there. Invite 
people in to solve problems. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Try to garner the data 
you may need to solve some problem very easily now. 
Endeavor to gain greater prestige with the public. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct 22) Study every possible way 
through which you can add to present income and add 
to your present possessions. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Put that plan to work 
that can gain you your cherished desires and they are 
soon yours. Socialize this evening. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Concentrate 
more on activities that are vital to your welfare and stop' 
daydreaming so much. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Get your personal 
aims clear in your mind so that you can soon attain 
them. Join with good friends later in the day. ' 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) The moon is full and 
you can gain the energy to go after your finest ambi- 
tions and make real progress today. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You want to gain more 
knowledge and should go after it with more enthusiasm 
and open-mindedness. Make new contacts. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be dynamic and will want to work hard and long at 
whatever the ambition may be, so be sure to give as fine 
an education as you can. Slant it along investigative 
lines since your progeny has a proclivity for this. 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY. APRIL 25, 1988 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: This is a day that can 
best be utilized for finding out the various aspects of 
your interests that seem to be obscure or that you real- 
ly do not understand and need more information about. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Study your practical af- 
fairs from the right perspective and handle them effi- 
ciently. Get at the root of problems. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Discuss with partners 
who are available just how to improve your joint in- 
terests, then get out to a new place with one. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Analyze your job and 
gain views that you had never thought about before this 
and then you make big headway. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Early make 
good arrangements for the weekend and tonight be most 
affectionate with your mate. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) If you investigate more, you 
can handle the situation at home with kin wisely. Do 
some entertaining this evening. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Go to the right sources 
for the data you need in order to make your daily work 
produce more and gain more. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Study your position in 
life carefully and then you know how to take care of 
pluses and minuses and add to possessions. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) You can handle per- 
sonal affairs well during the day and do very well, then 
be happy with your friends. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Study whatever 
has been bothering you and you can be more objective 
and solve the matter wefl. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Go to the right 
places where you can obtain whatever you want the most 
and get them. Contact an expert 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) A day to handle some 
ticklish situation very carefully and get good results 
.with it in the long ran. 

; PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20} Good day to work on new 
aims and make big progress at this fr™**- Gain more ex- 

bertine and mm« 


Kuwait: Hardliners 
are no threat to OPEC 


KUWAIT (AP) — Kuwaiti Oil 
Minister Sheikh Ali Khalifa AJ 
Sabah Wednesday accused Iran, 
Libya and Algeria of pursuing "an 
extremist pattern” within OPEC 
and discounted any effect on tee 
world market of their failure to 
endorse a production ceiling plan 
adopted by 10 of the 13 ministers 
of the cartel in Geneva. 

“Their failure to join us has no 
effect whatsoever," Sheikh Ali 
told reporters as he returned to 
Kuwait from Geneva overnight 

He said the three OPEC mem- 
bers faced “two options either to 
join the other 10 members in acc- 
epting the new production ceiling 
of 16.7 for tee rest of tee year, or 
stick to the 14 million-, 
barrel-a-day ceding,'' which they 

advocated, ■ 

If the three countries stuck to 
the rate they sought Sheikh Ali 
said, then “this will be all the bet- 
ter." 

Sheikh Ali expressed sat- 
isfaction over what he called the 
OPEC ministers' trend to search 
for “logical and objective figures 
which reflect realities instead of 
talking about mottos which cannot 
be implemented or halting pro- 

^‘Wver warned that 
“OPEC has a long way to travel 
before deckling on fair and just 
quotas, and improving the status 
of the market" 

“But we are now on tee right 
path," he added. The issue of quo- 
tas would be taken up when the 
OPEC ministers held their next 
regular session planned for June in 
Brioni, Yugoslavia, he said. 

Sheikh Ah would not make 
predictions about tee future mov- 
ement of prices in the Hght of the 
result of the Geneva meeting, bnt 
said “if OPEC pursues tee sci- 
entific approach in promoting 
cooperation among all OPEC 


memt>kis, or at least the 10 cou- 
ntries’ and with non-OPEC pro- 
ducers, tee organisation’s cre- 
dibility wili improve and its impact 
on prices will be positive." 

The Kuwaiti minister reiterated 
his country’s opposition to the 
price war and said “we were obl- 
iged to resort to it only to defend a 
fair share for OPEC in the market 
after other countries ignored our 
call for cutting production." 

Kuwait and Saudi Arabia have 
been accused of spearheading the 
price war, mainly because the kin- 
gdom stepped playing tee role of 
balancing producer and raised its 
oil output in recent months to its 
maximum OPEC quota of 435 
million barrels per day. 

An official statement dis- 
tributed overnight by the Saudi 
Press Agency in Riyadh reiterated 
tee Kingdom's defence of this 
approach after its oil sales had 
dropped to record lows last year, 
with its share of the market going 
to other over-producing OPEC 
and non-OPEC oil exporters. 

The Saudi statement expressed 
tee king dom’s “deep regret" at 
“tee absurd and inaccurate slo- 
gans by some OPEC member 
countries" blaming the kingdom 
for tee price war, but it did not 
name these countries. • 

Saudi Arabia would continue to 
pursue its “principled polity of 
effortmg to stabilise tee world 
market .-rising above all attempts 
at intimidation or denunciations " 
the statement said. 

Spelling out tee Sandi obj- 
ective, tee statement said tee kin- 
gdom sought preservation of the 
OPEC defined ceilings, adherence 
by OPEC member states to their 
quotas, and efforting to restore 
tee downsliding ofl prices to “ their 
previous levels in a gradual man- 
ner and by collective decision." 


China may become major 
grain importer again 


PEKING (R) — China will again 
become a major importer of wheat 
to provide more and better food 
for a growing population whose 
grain consumption level is one of 
tee world’s lowest, a top United- 
Nations official said Wednesday. 

James Ingram, executive dir- 
ector of the World Food Pro- 
gramme (WFP), told reporters 
China was just self-sufficient in 
. cereals and. consumption of dairy, 
products was tee lowest in the; 


world of any major country. 

He also said that at least 1 00 
million people in China were una- 
ble to feed and clothe themselves. 
Their gram consumption was less 
than half the national average and 
they earned less than 120 yuan 
($40) a year. But a WFP official 
added: “No-one in China is sta- 
rving. If one area is short of food, 
the authorities rush supplies to it 
ort .an ^nrergepcy basis. That is 
their egalitarian philosophy.” 


Employers make new offer to 
end Norway’s oil dispute 


OSLO(R) — Norwegian offshore 
employers put forward proposals 
Wednesday to try to end a 17- 
day-old dispute teat has halted 
Norway's oil and gas production, a 
state arbitrator said. 

Reidar Webster told reporters 
tee offer was made as unions and 
employers began the second day 
of talks aimed at ending the dis- 
pute, one of tee most expensive in 
Norwegian history. 

Norway’s 900,000-barreI- 
per-day output of crude oil makes 
up almost 20 per cent of the cou- 
ntry’s revenue. Finance Mmistrv pute had improved. 


officials estimate tee dispute is 
costing the state $18 million aday. 

Employers locked out more 
than 3,000 ofl production workers 
on North Sea platforms on April 6 
after 670 offshore cooks and cle- 
aners struck for more pay. 

Mr. Webster declined to give 
details of tee employers’ proposal 
but said tee talks- would continue 
to try to end tee dispute. 

Sources close to the neg- 
otiations told Reuters the new 
offer was a major breakthrough, 
and chances of an end to tee dis- 


French 
left slams 
privatisation 
plans 

PARIS (R) — France's left-wing 
opposition lhasi launched a par- 
liamentary attack cm Prime Min- 
ister Jacques Chirac’s drive to turn 
natio nalise d banks and other 
companies back to private own- 
ership. 

The new government, a coa- 
lition of the Gaullist Rally for the 
Republic (RPR) and the centre- 
rignt Union for French Dem- 
ocracy (UDF), wants par- 
liameatry approval for a bill that 
would' allow it to enact pri- 
vatisation and other reforms by 
decree. 

Former Socialist Prime Minister 
Pierre Mauroy, architect of nat- 
ionalisation policy under the pre- 
vious government, told the Nat- 
ional Assembly that the gov- 
ernment plans were “a way of 
despoiling" the nation's state- 
owned companies. 

Denouncing tee contents of Mr. 
Chirac's proposals as well as the 
methods by which the government 
was seeking to push tire bill thr- 
ough the assembly, Mr. Mauroy 
said Wednesday: “It's not con- 
servative, it’s reactionary ” 

Mr. Mauroy charged that tee 
government’s economic policies 
favoured the rich. 

He particularly criticised plans 
for an amnesty on capital ille gally 
sent to banks abroad and said: 
“Those who yesterday bet against 
their country are now invited to 
share tire spoils." 

Socialist leader Pierre Joxe 
complained that the rightist maj- 
ority used guillotine tactics last 
week to cut short finance com- 
mission discussions on the fra- 
mework bill. 

Mr. Chirac has already obtained 
cabinet approval to cut short deb- 
ate in the assembly, a move that is 
finely to provoke a censure motion 
from tee opposition. 

Finance Minister Edouard Bal- 
ladur told the assembly that tire 
government planned to privatise 
banks and companies slowly, but 
totally. He did not name specific 
institutions. 




Egypt bars banks 
from selling 
hard currency 

^AIRO(Ry—Tl 
eminent Wednesday 1 
from selling foreign currency to 
Egyptians travelling abroad, say- 
ing the measure would save tee 
treasury $80 million annually. 
Central Bank officials said. 

Egyptian travellers have b'en 
allowed to buy $60 to $120 eacu 
twice a year at the official base 
rate set dafly by the Central Bank. 

Effective Wednesday, under 
new regulations issued by the Min- 
istry of the Economy, only ind- 
ividuals with foreign currency 
accounts can draw money or sell to 
others, bank officials said. This 
will also apply to companies. 
Egypt is suffering a hard cur- 
acy shortage caused by a drop in 
remittances from expatriates and 
fall in oD, tourism and Suez 
Canal toll revenues. 


Japanese dealers snip 
another yen off dollar 


TOKYO (R) — The Tokyo Foreign Exchange Mar- 
ket Wednesday snipped another yen off the dollar, 
Ignoring threats by the Japanese monetary aut- 
horities to intervene to stop the rapid Ml of the U.S. 
currency. 


The dollar fell to a record low 
16630 yen soon after the market 
opened but moved up to 168.05 at 
midday. It had dosed in New Yoik 
at 168.95. 

. The Bank of Japan seemed to- 
pe sticking to its decision Tuesday 
to keep out of the market after 
several days of fruitless and exp- 
ensive attempts to stem the dol- 
lar’s ML 

Finance Minister Noboru Tak- 
ftshita, with no action from his 
Central Bank, had no immediate 
hope of help from Japan’s group' 
of five partners, could tell par- 
liament only that Japan would int- 
eryene to smooth any wild flu- 
ctuations. 

Dealers sa id only concerted act- 
ion by the United States. Japan, 
West Germany. Britain and Fra- 


nce could stop tee dollar’s slide 
towards 160 yen. But they said 
U.S. Treasury Secretary James 
Baker’s remarks to a Japanese 
newspaper ruled this Out. 

Mr. Baker told the Asahi Shi- 
mbun in Washington that tire yen 
was rising in an orderly fashion 
and that the Bank of Japan’s tho- 
’ ughts on intervention may not at 
present correspond with U.S. 
views. 

The dollar also fell against other 
major currencies, dropp ing to 
2.1810 West German marks from 
New York’s 2.19 before edging 
bade to 2.1845 at midday. 

But tire yen remained front- 
runner, rising against the mark to 
76.96 yen from 7734 in Tokyo 
Tuesday. 

Unable to halt tire yen rise to 


protect Japanese industry from 
tee worst effects of the very : 
currency movement. Prime 
ister Yasuhiro Nakasone and Mr. 
Takeshi ta nama under fire from 
tee cabinet. 

Ministers have criticised Mr. 
Nakasone ami Mr. Takeshita for 
entering into a G-5 pact to depress 
tee dollar white they could oat 
now control. Mr. Nakasone asked 
teem to bear up for the time being. 

The greenback has fallen more 
than 30 per cent against the yen 
since tire top five industrial cou- 
ntries agreed last September to try 

to reduce the dollar's value. It was 
then quoted at 238 yea. 

Japan's G-5 partners seem 
happy to let the yen drift higher 
against their currencies to cut 
Japan’s export performance even 
further and reduce their trade def- 
icits with Totyo. 

The Europeans in particular are 
calling for a greater yen rise and 
European monetary officials have 
said a mark rate at about 75 yen 
would be acceptable. Japan bel- 
ieves 80 yen is the sensible level. 


Mexico appeals for $lb from Japan 


TOKYO (R) — Mexico has app- 
ealed to Japan for $1 bflfiou to 
help it to cope with its most severe 
economic crisis this century, Mex- 
ican Finance Minister Jesus Siva 
Herzog Wednesday. 

“We need it," he told a press 
conference, “and I think .... Japan 
can do it" 

Faced with tire tire loss of six to 
eight billion dollars of overseas 
earnings this year from plunging 
ofl prices and lower output the ofl 
producer has turned for help to 
the country that will benefit most 
from the price collapse — Japan, 
be said. 

“We had never anticipated that 
tire decline in the price of ofl was 
going to be so abrupt or so sud- 
den," Mr. Silva Herzog said. The 
price plunge will slash tire gov- 
ernment’s tax revenues from oil in 
half and severely damage the cou- 
ntry’s economy. 


But Mexico, whose $97 billion 
in external debt is second only to 
Brazil's, can weather tire crisis, he 
said. 

“We are convinced that Mexico 
is not only oil but hashiany other 
possibilities to grow in economic 
and social development," the fin- 
ance minister said. 

Asked about the Japanese gov- 
ernment's response to the appeal, 
Mr. Silva Heizog said: “We have 
received a very constructive and 
positive reaction” but added ' that 
no specific twmniitfmwiH had 
been made. 

“We are confident we wfll be 
able to receive tire support of the 
Japanese," he said. 

The 51 bflfion would be used to 
fund three projects. 

The Pacific Petroleum Project is 
designed to improve Mexico's 
Santa Cruz Ofl Refinery and tee 
transportation system from the 


Gulf of Mexico to the Pacific 
Ocean. 

The second involves farther 
development of a steel null in tire 
Pacific coast area while tire third is 
an export promotion scheme 
white would be rmdertakea with 
co-financing from tee World 
Bank. 

Japan’s Export-Import Bank 
seat a team to Mexico earlier tins 
year to begin an investigation into 
its request for $500 mflfion for the 
Pacific Petroleum Project. 

Mr. Silva Herzog later told Reu- 
ters he was confident of reaching 
agreement soon with tire Int- 
ernational Monetary Fund on a 
two-year financing package worth 
$900 million. 

Once a pact has been reached, 
Mexico will begin talks next 
month with commercial banks on 
its additional funding needs. 


Greece fears more decline In tourism 


CHICAGO (R) — Greek tourist 
officials, fighting what drey bel- 
ieve is an undue fear of terrorism 
&raong .travellers, see -a further 
jJpxjLiire in U3. tourists corning to 
ffheir country again this year,a tra- 
vel official has said. 

Simos Dimas, director of the 
Greek National Tourist Org- 
anisation, said his group is trying 
to fight tire situation with adv- 
ertising and public relations off- 
ensives. 

“The perception is that it’s uns- 
afe to go to Europe and unsafe to 
go to Greece,” he said in an int- 
erview. “What’s it based on? 
We’ve found it’s not based on any- 
thng but some perception.” 

Whife Greece had a record 
number of foreign tourists last 
year, he said, tire number of U.S. 
visitors dropped by 1.8 per cent 
from the previous year. The dec- 
line is a matter of concern, he 
added, because while U 3. tourists 
account for only oil 10 per cent of 


the trade they spend more per cap- 
ita. and contribute nearly a third 
of Greek tourism revenue. 

This year, Mr. Dimas said^tou- 
risin to Greece should show an 
increase over last year “but we’ll 
be down from America more than 
we were last year. Tourism (from 
the United States) was down in 
January and February about 30 to 
35 per cent.” 

There were signs of imp- 
rovement in March, he said, bef- 
ore the sabotage of a TWA jet 
killed three Americans over Gre- 
ece. Mr. Dimas said that incident 
seat farther tremors into tire U3. 
tourist trade even though Greece, 
and tire Athens air po r t , were bla- 
meless. 

Mr. Dimas’ group attenqrted to 
counter the publicity surrounding 
that incident with television com- 
mercials saying Greece was “get- 
ting a bum rap. The recent ter- 
rorist act against a TWA jet was 


not a ‘greek incident,’ quite tire 
opposite. It was Greece that pro- 
vided safe haven.” 

Even if flic military con- 
frontations between the United 
States aod Libya as well as other 
turmoil have tarnished the Med- 
iterranean, “how do you account 
for tee fact that Americans have 
tire samefearof travelling ootoaly 
to southern Europe but northern 
Europe as well?” be said. 

Mr. Dimas said many UJS. tra- 
vellers appear to be waiting until 
tire last minute to book trips, and it 
is possible there will be some imp- 
rovement in tire summer. 

“Hijackings account for one per 
cent of terrorist activities," he 
said. “Miami, between 1978 and 
1985, had 15 hijackings whereas 
G re e ce onty bad four. There me 
18,000 Americans lolled every 
year in homicides. 

Tm an American. I fed very 
safe in Greece." 
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qualified to do anything and suggested 
I go into politics." 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 

tour ortfinary words. 
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| WHAT THEY CALLEI7 
THAT NUTTY . 
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Now arrange t tie circled loners to 
tarn the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by tha above cartoon. 
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Fresh South African 
violence claims 8 lives 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — A South African tow- 
nship erupted in violence overnight and residents 
said Wednesday as many as eight blacks might have 
died in the unresti . Police put the death toll at one. 

A pall of smoke hung Wed- diura. 
nesday over Alexandra township. The latest flare-up in violence 

which is nestled between affluent that has claimed almost 1,500 
white Johannesburg suburbs, after lives in die last two years coi- 
the violence left bouses in srao- ridded with a report in the Afr- 
kmg ruins and streets blocked by ikaans newspaper Die Burger that 
blazing barricades. police would soon be given ext- 

Police said one body was found ensive new powers to tackle anti- 
in a burned-out house but black government unrest 
reporters who toured the Draftlegislatron to be published 

poverty-stricken township of shortly wifi allow the minister of 
about 100,000 people were given law and order to declare “unrest 
reports of eight deaths. areas” where people can be det- 

Alexandra, the scene of bloody ained without trial and where the 
protests in February in which at security forces will effectively 
least 22 people died, was visited have emergency powers, said Die 
last Wednesday by veteran West Burger, mouthpiece of the ruling 
German politician Willy Brandt, National Party, 
who later said he found the exp- The move is certain to anger 
erience depressing. government opponents who pre- 

His host, activist and Chairman meted such new legislation when 
of the Civic Association Mike President P.W. Botha lifted a 
Beea, was a target for protesters seven-month state of emergency 
and his home was petrol -bombed in March but said new powers 
and badly damaged. But he was would be given to the authorities 
unhurt, neighbours said. instead. 

Residents said one person was Mr. Brandt, a former West 
killed when police raided the German chancellor who dera- 
head quarters of an anti-apartheid anded fundamental reform of apa- 
activist group and police bead- rtheid after his visit to South Afr- 
quarters said they were inv- ica, was bitterly attacked by 
estigating the allegations. state-run radio Wednesday which 

Witnesses said the army was accused him of using the trip for 
using armoured cars in the his own political ends, 
township as well as the normal . 

patrols in armoured personnel Pretoria to scrap Pass Law 
carriers. Local residents boy- 
cotted work and school and held a South Africa revealed amb- 

raass crisis meeting in a sports sta- itious plans Wednesday to scrap 


the hated apartheid Pass Laws for 
blacks and replace them with a 
controversial new urbanisation 
policy. 

A polity document presented to 
parliament, the white paper on 
urbanisation, admits past mistakes 
made in implementing apartheid 
racial segregation and paves the 
way for what could be a huge 
long-term influx of rural blacks to 
the cities. 

President P.W. Botha’s pledge 
in January to scrap the Pass Laws 
by July is seen by the country’s 
majority blades as bis most sig- 
nificant apartheid reform. 

The Pass Laws, influx control 
measures designed to keep blacks 
living in their rural"ho me lands’’ 
and out of “white” South Africa, 
have led to about 20 mfl&on arr- 
ests this century and caused untold 
misery by -dividing migrant wor- 
kers torn their families. . . 

The white paper details a series 
of apartheid taws to be scrapped, 
includ mg complex labour contract 
rules, and says the government 
will pursue a non-racial urb- 
anisation policy. 

In future blacks will not have to i 
cany pass books defining where 
•they may live and work. Nor win 
they be sul ;ect to curfews in white 
towns or arbitrarily forced to 
move from their homes, the doc- 
ument says. 

Opponents of the government 
fear it will use indirect methods, 
such as laws against squatting and 
restrictions on land for housing, to 
prevent blacks from moving freely 
to urban areas. 


IRA kills policeman in N. Ireland 


BELFAST (R) — Irish Rep- 
■ublican guerrillas shot dead a 
54-year-old off-duty police ins- 
pector in Northern Ireland early 
Wednesday as he walked his dog 
in his garden. 

The Irish Republican Army 
(IRA), fighting to end British rule 
in the province, claimed res- 
ponsibility for the attack in the 
seaside town of Newcastle, south 
of Belfast 

Elsewhere, Protestants opp- 
osed to a pact giving the Catholic 


Irish Republic a say in the pro- 
vince were involved m violent pro- 
tests. 

Police fired plastic bullets to 
restore order in Belfast when a 
mob threw petrol bombs and sto- 
nes at a bus and a car after a dem- 
onstration against the pact. 
No-one was hurt. 

The home of a Catholic family 
was petrol-bombed and cars were 
seton fire. There were no injuries. 

In Portadown, south west of 
Belfast, Protestant youths wenton 


the rampage for die sixth night in 
succession, setting fire to vehicles, 
making barricades and stoning 
police. 

Unrest in the town began after 
the funeral on Thursday of a 20- 
year-old Protestant killed by a pol- 
ice plastic bullet. 

Leaders of the province’s Pro- 
testant majority, who want to 
retrain British, say the pact with 
Dublin is a first step towards reu- 
nification of Ireland after more 
than 60 years of partition. 


New 

Filipino 

separatist 

movement 

launched 

MANILA (R) — The Aquino 
government said Wednesday it 
was ready to take action against a 
defeated presidential candidate 
and otheis who want to set up a 
separate independent republic in 
the southern Philippines. 

Defence Minister Juan Ponce 
Enrile said they were “playing 
with fire " Justice Minister Nep- 
tali Gonzales said they coukl be 
chareged with rebellion or sed- 
ition and Armed Forces chief 
Fidel Ramos has issued an order 
authorising their arrest 

The group, led by former mem- 
ber of parliament Ruben Canoy, 
calls itself the Mindanao People s 
Democratic Movement (MPDM). 
Jt wants to establish a federal rep- 
ublicof Mindanao that would swa- 
llow up about one-third of the Phi- 
lippine archipelago and 12 million 
or its 55 mUfioii population. 

Mr. Canoy, who polled 35,000 
votes in February’s presidential 
election, says it has the support of 
Mindanao local government off- 
icials, ordinary citizens and lea- 
ders of the Moro National Lib- 
eration Front (MNLF), which for 
years has been fighting its own 
secessionist war against the cen- 
tral government. 

Unlike the Muslim MNLF, 
whose sputtering rebellion has cla- 
imed more than 100,000 lives dur- 
ing the past decade or more, the 
Canoy-sponsored group seems' to 
be seeking a peaceful separation 
from the rest of the Philippines. 

But Mr. Enrile, a leader of the j 
military revolt that overthrew 
Ferdinand Marcos and brought 
Gorazon Aquino to power, said: 
“They are playing with fire. It is a 
serious matter which the gov- i 
era men t shall not tolerate.” 

Mr. Gonzales said the MPDM 
faces sedition charges or at least 
charges of illegal assembly if it 
goes ahead with plans this week to 1 
sign a constitution for the federal 1 
republic, with its own flag, cur- i 
rency and national anthem — and 
a request for recognition by the 
United Nations. 


CIA pilot reportedly hurt 
during Honduran clashes 


Reagan warns Nicaragua 

k, .‘ 

against support for ‘terrorism’ 


TEGUCIGALPA (R) - A Cen- 
tral Iateltigeoce Agency (CIA) 
pilot was seriously injured when 
Nicaraguan army troops fighting 
. US.-backed rebels shot down his 
helicopter in Honduras last 
month, Honduran and UJS. sou- 
rces have said. 

Senior Honduran officers with 
access to air force intelligence 
reports and a U.S. intelligence 
source said the craft was shot 
down on March 20 by Sandinista 
troops who crossed into Honduras 
to attack camps of the Un- 
backed contra rebels. 

They said the CIA man was one 
of two U.S. agents flying an obs- 
ervation mission about 14 kil- 
ometres from the Nicaraguan 
border. They were accompanied 
by a Honduran Air Force mec- 
hanic. 

The sources said the helicopter 
was fired at near a major base of 
the Nicaraguan rebels and crash 
landed on a jungle-covered hil- 
lside. 

US. embassy spokesman Art- 
bar Skop declined to cormnent. 

Honduran Col. DanOo Car- 
bajal, who led reinforcements air- 
lifted to the. scene of the raid last 
month by U.S. pilots, said a Hon- 


duran helicopter had been forced 
to make an emergency landing on 
March 20. 

One Honduran officer termed 
the official version a cover-up 
prompted by UJS.officials who, he 
said, feared publicity would thr- 
eaten support for a $100 million 
aid package for the guerrillas 
being considered by Congress at 
the time. 

The sources said the incident 
took place two days before San- 
dinista troops pressed deep into 
Honduras to attack the military 
school of the Nicaraguan Dem- 
ocratic Force (FDN) and other 
guerrilla targets. 

They said the pilot, who was 
given emergency medical tre- 
atment and rushed to the United 
States for further care, could lose a 

leg- 

The sources did not know if the 
craft was armed or if foe pilot had 
been hit by the gunfire. 

Diplomats said the report raised 
questions about the extent of U-S- 
involvement and the risk to UJS. 
personnel in Honduras. Nic- 
araguan guerrillas are based there 
and U.S. troops frequently con- 
duct manoeuvres with Honduran 1 
troops in border areas. 


WASHINGTON (R) -President 
Reagan has wamedJerrorists aga- 
inst underestimating his det- 
ermination to fight them and cha- 
ined the leftist Nicaraguan gov- 
ernment with trying “to build a 
Libya" on the US. doorstep. 

In a strongly worded speech 
Tuesday night to the Heritage 
Foundation, a conservative 
think-tank, Mr. Reagan said no 
one should underestimate the will, 
bravery and love of freedom of the 
American people. 

“No nation —friend or foe. ally 
or adversary — should be sur- 
prised by the events of last week 
and the UJS. government’s det- 
ermination to protect American 
lives and foe world from ter- 
rorism,** he said. 

Mr. Reagaa was referring to the 
April 15 U.S. bombing raid on 
Libya, carried out after foe adm- 
inistration gathered what it called 
“irrefutable evidence” that Libya 
masterminded an attack on a West 
Berlin discotheque in which an 
American serviceman and a Tur- 
kish woman were killed. 

“No foreign power should mis- 


take disagreement for disunity or 
disputes for decadence.” he said. 
“Those who are tempted to do so 
should reflect on our national cha- 
racter, our record of littering his- 
tory with the wreckage of regimes 
who made foe mistake.” 

Mr. Reagan also said the San- 
dinista government in Nicaragua 
had “strong ties to the int-. 
emational terror network.” 

The United States backs so- 
called Contra rebels fighting foe 
Sandinisfas and Mr. Reagan is 
seeking congressional approval 
for renewed U.S. military aid to 
them. ; 

“That picture making foe rou- , 
ads showing (Nicaraguan pre- 
sident) Daniel Ortega standing 
with (Libyan leader) Muammar 
Qadhafi and raising his fist in a 
gesture of solidarity is very much 
to the point” he said. 

- Mr. Reagan charged the San- 
dirustas with training, supporting, 
directing and sheltering terrorists. 

“In this sense they are trying to 
buDd a Libya on our doorstep," he 
said. 
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East-West vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

• 2 

O 7642 

+ AK7632 
WEST EAST 

♦ 976 + QJ 10854 

K 109 <?Q8654 

0KQJ3 0 109 

*Q54 ♦Void 

SOUTH 

♦ AK3 

<?AJ2 

O A85 

♦ JI098 
The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

1 NT Pais 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pih 
O pening lead: King of 0 . 

We have often stressed that 
many finesses are unnecessary, and 
that some other line of play would 
be superior. Today we are happy to 
report the other side of the coin- a 
seemingly unnecessary finesse that 
is mandatory! 

We like North's decision to leap 
to three no trump despite the fact 
that he had only 7 HCP. His good 
six-card suit was worth five or six 
tricks to Ms partner, and that made 
it n lot better dummy than many 
scattered 10- or 11-point holdings. 
Note that East- West have a reason- 
able save at four spades, but we 


don't blame East for his inaction at 
this vulnerability. 

West led the king of diamonds 
and declarer, with 10 tricks ap- 
parently there for the taking, 
wasted no time in winning the ace 
of diamonds and shifted to the king 
of dubs. He rose with the king in 
dummy and the shock of East's 
discard did not register at once. 
Declarer returned to hand with the 
king of spades to take the club 
finesse. West covered, dummy’s ace 
was played and only then did the 
position dawn on declarer — because 

of his club spots the suit was 
blocked, and be could come to no 
more than eight tricks. 

Note that, even if clubs are 2-1, 
the suit is blocked if declarer first 
cashes dummy's ace-king. The cor- 
rect way to unblock eiubs is to be 
prepared to concede a trick to the 
queen of dubs, regardless of the 
distribution. Simplest is to win the 

first diamond and then run the jack 
of dubs at trick two. That guar- 
antees the contract on any lie of the 
cards. However, declarer could 
have saved the day on his line had 
he been prepared simply to allow 
West to win the queen of dubs on 
the second round of the suit. Wben 
declarer regains the lead, he scores 
a dub trick in hand and then over- 
takes his last dub with dummy's 
ace to collect the 'two long dubs. 


Rebels claim responsibility 
for Sri Lankan dam disaster 


NEW DELHI (R) — An unk- 
nown Sri Lankan Tamil guerrilla 
group Wednesday claimed res- 
ponsibility for Sunday’s dam dis- 
aster which killed up to 150 peo- 
ple and left thousands hom eless, 
foe Press Trust of Zndia (PT1) rep- 
orted. 

The news agency quoted the 
Eelam Revolutionary Communist 
Party (ERCP) as saying in a sta- 
tement issued in the South Indian 
city of Trivandrum that it carried 
out foe breach of foe Kantalai 
Reservoir, 230 kilometres east of 
Colombo, to weaken the Sri Lan- 
kan economy. 

ERCP politburo leader 
P.K. Balasubramaniam said more 
than 200 people had died and at 
least 40,000 had been left hom- 
eless when foe dam bolding bade 
foe 800-year-okl reservoir burst 
inundating dozens of villages. 

It was the first time foe ERCP 
has issued a statement and Tamil 
exiles said they were not aware of 
the group. 

Sri Lanka's independent Sun 
newspaper Tuesday quoted off- 
icials who had visited the area as 
saying as many as 150 people 
could have died. Authorities have 
declined to give an official death 
tolL 

The reservoir is in Ttincomalee 
district which has been affected by 
Tamil guerrillas fighting for a sep- 
arate state. Hr area is inhabited 


by Tamils, majority Sinhalese and 
Muslims. 

In his statement Mr. Bal- 
asubramaniam claimed foe res- 
ervoir breach, at a point 40 kil- 
ometres from the Colombo- 
Triacomalee road, had cut off 
road and rail communications. 

PIT quoted him as saying the 
group carried oat foe breach to 
divert the Sri Lankan army’s att- 
ention from Tamil -dominated 
areas of the island. . 

Mr. Balasubramaniam said over 
20,000 people had been moved to 
refugee camps, about 13,000 hou- 
ses had been washed away and rice 
and sugarcane oops submerged. 

National Security Minister Lai- 1 
ith A thnlafhmndaH said on Mon- 
day he did not suspect that the 


dam breach. 

Sri lankan Lands Minister 
GammiDissanayake said Tuesday 
an independent panel of engmeers 
would be set up to investigate the 
disaster when foe 12-metre high 
dam bolding back 1 10,000 acres 
(44,500 hectares) of water gave 
way. 

Residents of the area told Reu- 
ters by, telephone that most of foe 
20,000 people who fled their 
homes after the dam burst had 
returned. Officials said a search 
for survivors was co n tin ui ng and 
estimated foe number of homeless 
at about 4,000. 


Indonesia reverses visa 
decision for Australians 


J AKARTA (R) — Indonesia, act- 
. ing to cool a row with Australia 
overa Sydney newspap er article it 
regarded as insulting to President 
Suharto, Wednesday reversed a 
decision to ordering visas for Aus- 
tralian tourists. 

Touraun Minister Achmad 
Tahir, told a press conference 
after a meeting with president that 
visa-free access for Australian 
tourists remained valid. Only Aus- 
tralian journalists would require a 
visa for the country, be said. 

The abrupt decision by Ind- 
onesia Tuesday to impose visas 
left dozens of Australian hol- 
idaymakers stranded atthe airport 
on foe resort island of BalL Tahir 
said 90 people in Bali and Jakarta 
had been denied entry. 

He described foe decision as a 
“very unfortunate event” Bat be 
declined to say what had caused 
the appare nt mu ddle. 

The imposition of visa req- 
uirements was part of a growing 
row between Australia and Ind- 
onesia over a set of articles in foe 
Sydney Morning Herakl about 
President Suharto’s alleged fin- 
ancial dealings. 

The Australian embassy Wed- 
nesday protested about foe move, 
saymg it could affect “future rel- 
ations between the two countries. 

Asked if the muddle had been 
caused by a lack of com- 
munication between government 
departments, Mr. Tahir said: 
“Let’s look to foe fixture, let’s not 
talk about yesterday.” 

Australian Foreign Minister 
Bill Hayden said he regarded die 
unannounced cancellation of 
visa-free entry as “quite unr- 
easonable.” 

Indonesia had already cancelled 
a ministerial visit to Canberra and 
threatened to limit its defence 

testfat foe articles, which an fnd- 
OflCSlSH member of parliament 


described as poisonous. 

Gavin Williams , a counsellor at 
the Australian embassy, went to 
foe Indonesian Foreign Ministxy 
Wednesday morning to protest 
against foe move and seek cla- 
rification on how long it would be 
in force, an embassy spokesman 
said. 

Mr. W illiams warned that fur- 
ther action by Indonesia “could 
lead to a pronounced effect on rel- 
ations,” the spokesman said. 

And in a veiled threat of pos- 
sible Australian reprisals, the 

E assy said foat“if it continues it 
haw an effect cm Australian 
ns and opinions.” The spo- 
kesman said a formal protest note 
bad not been lodged. 

Western diplomats said foe 
warning appeared to indicate that 
Canberra considered Jakarta had 
gone far enough in penalising 
Australia for the articles. 

Military Chief Gen. Benny 
Murdani has said be intends to 
shelve defence cooperation with 
Australia. The government has 
also cancelled a ministerial visit to 
Canberra and made a strong dip- 
lomatic protest about foe articles. 

About 60 angry holiday- 
markers returned to Sydney Wed- 
nesday, spending Indonesian off- 
icials of forcing them out of Bali 
under threat of arrest. 

Australia Wednesday wel- 
comed Indonesia’s decision to 
revoke an older which stopped foe 
visa-free entry of Australian tou- 
rists and deepened a diplomatic 
row between the two countries. 

“We axe of course pleased. An 
unnecessary irritant m realtions 
has been removed,” a Foreign 
Mmistry spokesman told Reuters. 

Forest Minister Bill Hayden 
said Australia would hot apologise 
for tire article which had nothing 
to do with foe government. Nei- 
ther would the government int- 
erfere with its free (ness, he said. 


TASS reports fall of 
key Afghan rebel base 


MOSCOW (R) - Soviet and 
Afghan government forces have 
captured a guerrilla base near the 
Pakistani border which defended 
rebel supply routes into Afg- 
hanistan, according to the official 
Soviet News Agency TASS. 

TASS said the Afghan array had 
invited Soviet and Afghan jou- 
rnalists to visit the Zhawar base, a 
complex of mountain caves in eas- 


tern Afghanistan, after it had been 
completely cleared of rebel def- 
enders. 

TASS quoted the commander 
of foe offensive, Gen. Abdul 
Gafur. as saying his forces had 
captured U5., Chinese. West 
German and British weapons inc- 
luding surface-to-air missiles, 
anti-aircraft guns, grenade lau- 
nchers, mines and rifles. 



Japanese produce throwaway radio 

TOKYO (R) — A disposable radio costing just 54 was launched 
on foe market by the Japanese IHS electronics firm Wednesday. 
IHS President Yoshitaka Inohana said he hoped people would 
buy anotherof foe tiny egg-shaped radios.whicti have a power life 
of 35 hours, rather than bother with replacement batteries. The 
company hopes to sell one million units in Japan by August and 
expects to export the radios soon. 

Thief returns wrong wallet — his own 

LOS ANGELES (R) — A suspected thief made a small mistake 
when he decided to return a wallet — minus its S110 — to its 
owner, police said. The wallet the alleged thief returned was his 
own, police said. The wallet contained" the driving licence and a 
photograph of foe suspect, Raul Carrillo, police said. ” All we had 
to do was to go to his home and arrest him,** a police spokesman 
added. Police said foe victim, who was not identified, was robbed 
by two men armed with a knife when he was walking to work. Five 
minutes later. Carrillo, returned and threw back what be thought 
was the victim's wal let, shouting “here’s your wallet” police said. 

Vietnam war hero executed 

STARKE, Florida (R) — Vietnam war hero David Livingston 
Funchess was executed in Florida's electric chair for stabbing two 
people to death during a bar robbery 12 years ago. Lawyers for 
Funchess, a 39-year-old former Marine who was awarded foe 
Purple Heart and four bravery medals, said traumatic Vietnam 
experiences drove him to commit the murders. The U .S. supreme 
court rejected a last minute appeal to halt foe execution and 
Funchess was put to death less than two hours later at foe Florida 
State Prison at Starke. Hislawyeis had said Funchess was a classic 
case of post-traumatic stress disorder, a psychological affliction 
said to have affected thousands of Vietnam veterans. 

Hamburg police arrest 2 for murder 

HAMBURG, West Germany (R) —Two men have been arrested 
and a third is being sought in connection with a series of brutal 
murders police, believe part of a power struggle among pimps in 
Hamburg’s red light district. A spokesman said police had arr- 
ested Werner Pinzner, 39, on suspicion of murdering five people, 
and an Austrian brothel owner named as Josef Nusser suspected 
of being an accessory to the crimes, which took place in 1984 and 
1985. He said the victims were three other brothel keepers, the 
owner of a bar and a 65-year-old Israeli citizen. Hamburg's St. 
Pauli district is one of Europe's largest red light districts, with over 
3,000 prostitutes plying meir trade each night along its main 
street, die Reeperbahn. 

8 killed in firework accident 

NEW DELHI ( AP) — Several sacks of firecrackers exploded at a 
Hindu festival in southern India on Wednesday, killing at least 
ei gh t people and injuring 74. the United News of India (UNI) 
reported. The injured were taken to a government hospital, where 
most were reported in serious condition. UNI said. Witnesses said 
a rocket from a display hit a tree and fell on the sacks containing 
firecrackers and other flammable objects, foe news agency said. 
The accident occurred at Pilfiyarkuppam village in Tamil Nadu 
state, about 1,750 kilometres south of New Delhi. 

















